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Welcome to The Episcopal Church of the Ascension. 
Here “we challenge ourselves and the world to love 

like Jesus as we worship joyfully,  
serve compassionately and grow spiritually.” 

 
Please remember to silence your cell phone. 
The people may make the sign of the cross (optional) when this sign † appears throughout the order of 
the service. 

The Holy Eucharist: Rite Two 
The Word of God 

The Organ Voluntary 
 

Down Ampney                                                      Herbert Sumsion (1899-1995) 

 
Please stand, as you are able, at the ringing of the bell.   
 

The Hymn in Procession 
 

Hymn 225                                                                                    Salve festa dies 
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4 
 

The Opening Acclamation 
Celebrant †Alleluia.  Christ is risen. 
People The Lord is risen indeed.  Alleluia. 

Celebrant 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 
Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Celebrant and People S 278 
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Setting: William Mathias (1934-1992) 

The Collect of the Day 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

Almighty God, on this day you opened the way of eternal life to every race 
and nation by the promised gift of your Holy Spirit: Shed abroad this gift 
throughout the world by the preaching of the Gospel, that it may reach to the 
ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The people sit. 
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The First Lesson                                                 Genesis 11:1-9 
Now the whole earth had one language and the same words. And as they 
migrated from the east, they came upon a plain in the land of Shinar and 
settled there. And they said to one another, "Come, let us make bricks, and 
burn them thoroughly." And they had brick for stone, and bitumen for mortar. 
Then they said, "Come, let us build ourselves a city, and a tower with its top in 
the heavens, and let us make a name for ourselves; otherwise we shall be 
scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth." The Lord came down to 
see the city and the tower, which mortals had built. And the Lord said, "Look, 
they are one people, and they have all one language; and this is only the 
beginning of what they will do; nothing that they propose to do will now be 
impossible for them. Come, let us go down, and confuse their language there, 
so that they will not understand one another's speech." So the Lord scattered 
them abroad from there over the face of all the earth, and they left off building 
the city. Therefore it was called Babel, because there the Lord confused the 
language of all the earth; and from there the Lord scattered them abroad over 
the face of all the earth. 
 

Lector      The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

The Response             
 

Psalm 104:25-35, 37                       Chanted by the congregation and choir 
 
Benedic, anima mea 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 



7 
 

25  O Lord, how manifold ǀ are your ǀ works! * 
in wisdom you have made them all; 
the earth is ǀ füll ǀ of your ǀ creatures.  

 

26  Yonder is the great and wide sea  
with its living things too ǀ many • to ǀ number,  
creatures both ǀ smäll ǀ änd ǀ great.  

 

27  There move the ships, and there is ǀ that Lev- ǀ iathan, * 
which you have made ǀ for the ǀ sport of ǀ it.  

 

28  All of them ǀ look to ǀ you * 
to give them their ǀ föod ǀ in due ǀ season.  

 

29  You give it to ǀ them; they ǀ gather it; * 
you open your hand, and they are ǀ fïlled ǀ with good ǀ things.  

 

30  You hide your face, and ǀ they are ǀ terrified; * 
you take away their breath, and they die  
and re- ǀ türn ǀ to their ǀ dust.  

 

31  You send forth your Spirit, and they ǀ are cre- ǀ ated; * 
and so you renew the ǀ fäce ǀ of the ǀ earth.  

 

32  May the glory of the Lord en- ǀ dure for ǀ ever; * 
may the Lord re- ǀ joice in ǀ all his ǀ works.  

 

33  He looks at the earth ǀ and it ǀ trembles; * 
he touches the ǀ mountains ǀ and they ǀ smoke.  

 

34  I will sing to the Lord as ǀ long as • I ǀ live; * 
I will praise my God ǀ while I ǀ have my ǀ being.  

 

35  May these ǀ words of • mine ǀ please him; * 
I will re- ǀ joïce ǀ in the ǀ Lord.  
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37  Bless the Lord, ǀ O my ǀ soul. * 
- ǀ Halle- ǀ lü- ǀ jah! 

 
The Second Lesson                                                  Acts 2:1-21 
 

When the day of Pentecost had come, the disciples were all together in one 
place. And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent 
wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, 
as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of 
them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, 
as the Spirit gave them ability. 
 

Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in 
Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because 
each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. Amazed and 
astonished, they asked, "Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And 
how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? Parthians, 
Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, 
Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya 
belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 
Cretans and Arabs-- in our own languages we hear them speaking about God's 
deeds of power." All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, 
"What does this mean?" But others sneered and said, "They are filled with 
new wine." 
 

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, 
"Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and 
listen to what I say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only 
nine o'clock in the morning. No, this is what was spoken through the prophet 
Joel: 

`In the last days it will be, God declares, 
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
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and your young men shall see visions, 
and your old men shall dream dreams. 
Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 
in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 
and they shall prophesy. 
And I will show portents in the heaven above 
and signs on the earth below, 
blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 
The sun shall be turned to darkness 
and the moon to blood, 
before the coming of the Lord's great and glorious day. 
Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.' " 

 

Lector      The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

The Sequence  
 

Hymn 512                                                                                                Mendon 
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The Gospel                                    John 14:8-17, 25-27 
 

Celebrant       The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People            Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Philip said to Jesus, "Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied." 
Jesus said to him, "Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still 
do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you 
say, `Show us the Father'? Do you not believe that I am in the Father and 
the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my 
own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works. Believe me that I 
am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe 
me because of the works themselves. Very truly, I tell you, the one who 
believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater 
works than these, because I am going to the Father. I will do whatever 
you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If in 
my name you ask me for anything, I will do it. 
 

"If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the 
Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 
This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it 
neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with 
you, and he will be in you." 
 

"I have said these things to you while I am still with you. But the 
Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will 
teach you everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you. Peace 
I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world 
gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid." 
 

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord.        
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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The Homily                                       The Rev. Spenser Simrill 
 

The Nicene Creed 
  

Celebrant and People 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.   
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through 
him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down 
from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from 
the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day 
he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is 
worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through the Prophets.  We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  †We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
The Prayers of the People                                     
                                                

The Leader and People pray responsively 
 

On this Pentecost Sunday, let us raise our prayer to God for the Spirit sent to 
anoint us. 
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For the spirit of joy in the church, that our Eastertide Alleluias resound 
throughout the year, we pray to the Lord. 
 

Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

For the spirit of thanksgiving and in unity in our assembly, we pray for the 
Episcopal Church of the Ascension, that our weaknesses make us strong and 
our differences make us rich.   
 

Look graciously on your Church, and so guide the minds of those who shall 
choose a rector for this parish, that we may receive a faithful pastor, who will 
care for your people and equip us for our ministries. We pray to the Lord, 
 

Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

For the spirit of peace in the world, that all peoples, especially nations in 
conflict, may live in harmony.  We pray for veterans, their families and for 
those who are currently serving our country in the Armed Forces, including 
Stovall Knight, Chandler Celluzi, Taylor Tekesky, and Kyle Hubert.  We pray 
to the Lord, 
 

Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

For the spirit of justice for the needy, that victims of prejudice, exploitation, 
and crime be set free, we pray to the Lord. 
 

Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

For the spirit of hope in the future, we pray for those who are sick, especially 
Bobby Joe Womack, Lamar Tilley, Natalie Barrington, Jackie French, Terri 
McCarthy, Randolph James, Dan Bennett, Rev. Louis Tonsmeire, Sam Hood, 
Drew Tonsmeire, Lynette Pasek, Janet Whitner, Steve King, Sandy Thornton, 
and John Schock. 
 

We also pray for those who have long-term health problems or are 
homebound, especially Bonita Harrelson, Sandy Rutters, Glendy Biggs, Hope 
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Cunningham, Sarah McLeod, Houston Suggs, Kimberly Gottardi, John Youd, 
Steve Novak, George Chesnut, Sally Bonton, and Patsy Bennett.  We pray to 
the Lord, 
 

Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

For the spirit of unity in our assembly, and in thanksgiving, we pray for those 
who celebrate a birthday this week, especially Hope Cunningham, Annette 
Cook, Keith Martin, Mark Wendland, Ford Wilhoite, Houston Suggs, and 
Jimmy Hyde.  We also pray for those who celebrate an anniversary this week, 
especially Joe & Kathi White, Gabe & Lindy Agan, John & Carol Youd, Ken 
& Winnie Garner, and Rick & Angee McKee.  We pray to the Lord, 
 

Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, especially Anita Matgo 
and for all the departed, we pray to the Lord. 
 

Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

The Peace   
 

Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 
 
Parish Notices 
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The Offertory Anthem  
 
 

O, Holy Spirit, Lord of Grace                               Christopher Tye (1505-1573) 
  

 O Holy Spirit, Lord of grace, Eternal fount of love, 
 Inflame, we pray, our inmost hearts with fire from heaven above. 
 As thou dost join with holiest bonds The Father and the Son,  
 So fill us all with mutual love and knit our hearts in one. 
 
The Presentation 
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Hymn 516                                                                                     Down Ampney 
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The Holy Communion 
The Great Thanksgiving       
 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise.    
 

The Celebrant proceeds 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks 
to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.   
 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. In fulfillment of his true promise, the Holy 
Spirit came down on this day from heaven, lighting upon the disciples, to 
teach them and to lead them into all truth; uniting peoples of many tongues in 
the confession of one faith, and giving to your Church the power to serve you 
as a royal priesthood, and to preach the Gospel to all nations. 
 

Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and 
with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the 
glory of your Name: 
 

Celebrant and People             S 128 
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Setting: William Mathias (1934-1992) 

 
The Celebrant continues 
 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, 
when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your 
mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human 
nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father 
of all. 
 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to 
your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ 
took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to 
his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave 
it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new 
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

Celebrant and People 
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Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 

The Celebrant continues 
 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of 
praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we 
offer you these gifts. 
 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood 
of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. 
†Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve 
you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your 
saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in 
him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty 
Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
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Celebrant As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 

The Breaking of the Bread    
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. 
 

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia. 
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Fraction Anthem                                                                              S 169 

 

 

 

 

Setting: Ray W. Urwin (b. 1950) 

 
Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 

Hymns during Communion 
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Hymn 507                                                                                                   Julion 
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WLP 832                                                                          Jacques Berthier 

 

 
If you are worshiping with us virtually, please pray the Prayer for Spiritual 
Communion.  
 

In union, blessed Jesus, with the faithful gathered at every altar of your 
Church where your blessed Body and Blood are offered this day, and 
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remembering particularly my own parish and those worshiping at home, I long 
to offer you praise and thanksgiving, for creation and all the blessings of this 
life, for the redemption won for us by your life, death, and resurrection, for the 
means of grace and the hope of glory.  And particularly for the blessings given 
me... I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament, and since I 
cannot at this time receive communion, I pray you to come into my heart.   
†I unite myself with you and embrace you with all my heart, my soul, and my 
mind.  Let nothing separate me from you; let me serve you in this life until, by 
your grace, I come to your glorious kingdom and unending peace.  Amen. 
 
After Communion, the Celebrant says 
 

Let us pray. 
 

The people stand. 
 

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with 
spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  Send us now into 
the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve 
you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

The Blessing 
The Hymn in Procession 
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WLP 782                                                                                        Abbot’s Leigh 
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The Dismissal 
 

The Closing Voluntary 
 

Festive Trumpet Tune                                                   David German (b. 1952) 
 
 

The order of service from the Book of Common Prayer, 1979  
according to the use of the Episcopal Church. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
The Flowers at the Altar are given  

to the Glory of God by 
Paul and Rebecca Wilson 

in Celebration of  
their 64th Wedding Anniversary  

and in Loving Memory of their daughter, Andrea,  
who passed away on their anniversary. 
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You are called to ministry! 
There is a place for you in one of the following ministries.  Please contact the 
ministry leaders listed for more information about where your gifts may fit.  If 
not sure where to start call the church office. 

 
Outreach   Liaisons – Linda Hamilton                Chairs – Emma Wilhoite 
                                      linda@bbaribault.com                       mmacpaige@gmail.com             
                                                John Adams                      Meghann Humphreys                                                              

                            jcahha@bellsouth.net        meghann.humphreys@gmail.com 
 

Building & Grounds    Liaison – John Adams           Chair – Jamie Hamilton   
      jcahha@bellsouth.net                   JHamil2081@bellsouth.net                                      
                        

Christian Formation     Liaison – Keith Limardo           Chair – Volunteer  
       klimardo@yahoo.com                       Needed  
 

Evangelism &      Liaison – Brenda Worley           Chair – Kelley Dial 
Communications     brendaworley69@gmail.com         kelleydial@gmail.com  
 

Fellowship      Liaison – Linda Brunt           Chair – Neal Brunt 
                      lbwbrunt@gmail.com             brunt@mindspring.com  
 

Finance       Liaison – To be announced          Chair – Drew Tonsmeire 
                                                        dtonsmeire@georgiasbdc.org 
 

Technology       Liaison – Jeffrey Tindall          Chair – Volunteer 
               jeff@jefftindall.com                          Needed 
       

Pastoral Care       Liaison – Sandi Behrens          Chairs – Annette Cook 
        sbehrens@bellsouth.net           annette.cook@comcast.net 
                                          Kerry Suggs 
              kerrydan14@gmail.com  
 

Stewardship       Liaison – Jimmy Hyde          Chair – Corinne Scott 
        hydejimmy@bellsouth.net      acscott333@comcast.net  
 

Liturgy & Worship      Liaison – Linda Hamilton   Chair – Todd Harper  
                                  linda@bbaribault.com               tharper@kennesaw.edu 
         Rick McKee 
             rmckee54@comcast.net                           

mailto:tharper@kennesaw.edu
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