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Welcome to The Episcopal Church of the Ascension.
Here “we challenge ourselves and the world to love
like Jesus as we worship joyfully,
serve compassionately and grow spiritually.”

Please remember to silence your cell phone.

The people may make the sign of the cross (optional) when this sign ¥ appears throughout the order of the service.

The Holy Eucharist: Rite Two
The Word of God

The Organ Voluntary

Jesus, Priceless Treasure
Please stand, as you are able, at the ringing of the bell.

The Hymn in Procession

J.S. Bach (1685-1750)

Hymn 401 Leoni
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1 The God of A - brabam praise, who reigns en-throned a - bove;
2 He by him - self hath  sworn: we on his oath de - pend;
3 There dwells the Lord, our King, the Lord, our Right- eous - ness,
4 The God who reigns on high the great arch - an - gels sing,
5 The  whole tri - um - phant host give thanks to God on high;
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I An - cient of ev - er last - ing days, and God of love;
2  we shall, on ea - gle - wings up-borne, to heaven a - scend
3 tri - wum-phant o’er the world and sin, the Prince of Peace;
4 and “Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly,” cry, “Al - might-y King!
5 “Hail, Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost!” they ev - er cry;
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1 the Lord, the great I AM, by earth and heavencon -fessed:
2 we shall be hold his face, we shall his power a - dore,
3 on 7Zi - on’s sa - cred height his king - dom he main - tains,
4 Who was, and is, the same, and ev - er - more shall be:
5 hail, A -braham’s Lord di - vine!l With heaven our songs we raise;
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we bow and bless the sa - cred Name for ev - er blest.
and sing the won-ders of his grace for ev - er - more.
and, glo - rious with his saints in  light, for ev - er reigus.
e - ter - nal Fa-ther, great 1T AM, we wor - ship thee.”
all might and ma - jes - ty are thine, and end - less praise.
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The Opening Acclamation

Celebrant ~ TBlessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
The Celebrant may say

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Setting: Robert Powell (b.1932)
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The Collect of the Day

Celebrant ~ The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant  Let us pray.

Grant to us, Lord, we pray, the spirit to think and do always those things that are right, that
we, who cannot exist without you, may by you be enabled to live according to your will;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The people sit.
The First Lesson Genesis 15:1-6

The word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, "Do not be afraid, Abram, I am your
shield; your reward shall be very great." But Abram said, "O Lord God, what will you give
me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?" And Abram
said, "You have given me no offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir."
But the word of the Lord came to him, "This man shall not be your heir; no one but your
very own issue shall be your heir." He brought him outside and said, "Look toward heaven
and count the stars, if you are able to count them." Then he said to him, "So shall your
descendants be." And he believed the Lord; and the Lord reckoned it to him as
righteousness.

Lector  The Word of the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God.

The Response
Psalm 33:12-22 Chanted by the congregation and choir
Exultate, justi John Stainer
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12 Happy is the nation whose |God ¢ is the |[Lord! *
happy the people he has|chosen ¢ to |be hisjown!



13 The Lord looks|down from |heaven, *
and beholds all the|people|in the|world.

14 From where he sits enthroned helturns his |gaze *
on all who|dwéll |on the| earth.

15 He fashions all the|hearts of[them *
and understands| ll [théir|works.

16 There is no king that can be saved by ajmighty|army; *
a strong man is not delivered|by his|gréat|strength.

17 The horse is a vain hope|for de-|liverance; *
for all its|strength it/cannot|save.

18 Behold, the eye of the Lord is upon|those wholfear him, *
on those who|wait up-|on his|love,

19 To pluck their|lives from|death, *
and to feed|them in|time of]famine.

20 Our soul waits|for the|Lord; *
he is our|hélp|and our|shield.

21 Indeed, our heart re-[joices * injhim, *
for in his holy|Name we|put our|trust.

22 Let your loving-kindness, O Lord,|be up-|on us, *
as we have|put our|trust in|you.

The Second Lesson Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. Indeed, by
faith our ancestors received approval. By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared
by the word of God, so that what is seen was made from things that are not visible.

By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to receive as
an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was going. By faith he stayed for a
time in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and
Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. For he looked forward to the city that
has foundations, whose architect and builder is God. By faith he received power of
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procreation, even though he was too old-- and Sarah herself was barren-- because he
considered him faithful who had promised. Therefore from one person, and this one as good
as dead, descendants were born, "as many as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable
grains of sand by the seashore."

All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a distance they saw
and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on the earth, for
people who speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. If they had
been thinking of the land that they had left behind, they would have had opportunity to
return. But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not
ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them.

Lector
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Gospel Procession

Hymn 393 Maoz Zur
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The Gospel Luke 12:32-40

Celebrant  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said to his disciples, "Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father's good
pleasure to give you the kingdom. Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses
for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief
comes near and no moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be
also.

"Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; be like those who are waiting for their
master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him as
soon as he comes and knocks. Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert
when he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat,
and he will come and serve them. If he comes during the middle of the night, or near
dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those slaves.

"But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming,
he would not have let his house be broken into. You also must be ready, for the Son of
Man is coming at an unexpected hour."

Celebrant  The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Homily The Rev. Dr. Denni Moss

The Nicene Creed
Celebrant and People

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not
made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and
for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he
became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.



We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has
spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. TWe look for the resurrection
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People Form VI, BCP
The Leader and People pray responsively

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.

Silence

For all people in their daily life and work;
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.

For this community, the nation, and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.

O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your Son: Look
with compassion on the whole human family; take away the arrogance and hatred which
infect our hearts; break down the walls that separate us; unite us in bonds of love; and work
through our struggle and confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth; that, in your good
time, all nations and races may serve you in harmony around your heavenly throne; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

For the just and proper use of your creation;
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.

For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.

For Michael our Presiding Bishop, and Rob our Bishop; and for all bishops and other
ministers;
For all who serve God in his Church.

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.
Silence
The People may add their own petitions

We pray for the Episcopal Church of the Ascension.
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Look graciously on your Church, and so guide the minds of those who shall choose a rector
for this parish, that we may receive a faithful pastor, who will care for your people and
equip us for our ministries.

We pray for all veterans and their families and for those who are currently serving our
country in the Armed Forces, especially Stovall Knight, Chandler Celluzi, Taylor Tekesky,
Kyle Hubert, and Steven Velencia.

We pray for those among us in need of healing, comfort, support, and compassion,
especially the family and friends of Randolph Sebastian James.

We pray for those who have asked for our prayers by name, especially Lisa Folsom, Mary
Beth Benson, Sherrie Routzahn, Ronald Pittman, Arielle Levioff, John Atwater, Lynn
Fowler, Margaret Shedley, Erle Newton, Cindy, Hap Weiss, Beverly Montagno, Markie
Montagno, Kevin Latta, Chip Shemwell, Bill Dial, Nancy Mines, Natalie Barrington, Dan
Bennett, The Rev. Louis Tonsmeire, Sam Hood, Lynette Pasek, and Sandy Thornton.

We pray for those who have long-term health problems or are homebound, especially Bob
& Claudia White, Bonnie Harrelson, Sandy Rutters, Glendy Biggs, Hope Cunningham,
Sarah McLeod, Kimberly Gottardi, John Youd, Steve Novak, George Chesnut, Sally
Bonton, and Patsy Bennett.

Silence

Hear us Lord;
For your mercy is great.

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.
Silence
The People may add their own thanksgivings

We celebrate with those who have a birthday this week, especially Jon Thomas, Sandy
Cunningham and Griffin Braid.

We celebrate with those who have a wedding anniversary this week.
Silence

We will exalt you, O God our King;
And praise your Name for ever and ever.

We pray for all who have died, especially Tessa Bowers and Tommy Barnes, that they may
have a place in your eternal kingdom.

Silence
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The people may add their own petitions

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
Who put their trust in you.

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.

Silence may be kept.

Leader and People

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father;

in your compassion forgive us our sins,

known and unknown,

things done and left undone; and so uphold us by your Spirit
that we may live and serve you in newness of life,

to the honor and glory of your Name;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Celebrant concludes with an absolution.
The Peace

Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

Parish Notices

The Offertory Anthem
The Presentation
Hymn 605 Sharpthorne
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1 What does the Lord re - quire for praise and of fer - ing?
2 Ru - lers of earth, give ear!  Should you not jus - tice show?
3 Still down the a - ges ring the  pro - phet’s  stern com-mands.
4 How shall my soul ful - fill God’s law SO hard and high?
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What sac - ri - fice de - sire, or trib - ute bid you bring?
Will God your plead - ing hear, while crime and cruel - ty grow?
To  mer - chant, work - er, king he brings God’s high de - mands.
Let Christ en - due our will with grace to  for - ti - fy.
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Do just ly; love mer - cy; walk  hum-bly with your God.
Do just ly; love mer - cy; walk  hum-bly with your  God.
Do just ly;  love mer - cy; walk  hum-bly with your  God.
Then  just ly; in mer - cy we’ll  (hum-bly walk with  God.)
| Final Ending
) .
or— } I 2 = 2
S, » - ™, <
hum bly walk with God.

The Holy Communion
The Great Thanksgiving

Celebrant ~ The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant ~ Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.
The Celebrant proceeds

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

Here a Proper Preface is sung or said on all Sundays, and on other occasions as appointed.

Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Celebrant and People WLP 858
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Setting: American Folk Melody; arr. Marcia Pruner; harm. Annabel Morris Buchanan (1889-1983)

© Church Pension Fund
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The Celebrant continues

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ,
your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to
reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a
perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread;
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said,
"Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me."

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son,
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. ¥Sanctify us also that we may
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at
the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for
ever. AMEN.

14



Celebrant  As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,
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Setting: Barry McLeod, from Mass for the Church of the Ascension, © 2007 Barry McLeod

The Breaking of the Bread
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept.

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
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Fraction Anthem WLP 876
Antiphon
p Cantor, then all |
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Setting: Jack Warren Burnam (b. 1946)
Celebrant  The Gifts of God for the People of God.
The Communion Hymns
WLP 754 Haywood’s Home
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God has prom - ised: end - less life with Christ our  Lord. Now we
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If you are worshiping with us virtually, please pray the Prayer for Spiritual Communion.

In union, blessed Jesus, with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church where your
blessed Body and Blood are offered this day, and remembering particularly my own parish
and those worshiping at home, I long to offer you praise and thanksgiving, for creation and
all the blessings of this life, for the redemption won for us by your life, death, and
resurrection, for the means of grace and the hope of glory. And particularly for the
blessings given me... I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament, and since I
cannot at this time receive communion, [ pray you to come into my heart.

] unite myself with you and embrace you with all my heart, my soul, and my mind. Let
nothing separate me from you; let me serve you in this life until, by your grace, I come to
your glorious kingdom and unending peace. Amen

After Communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.
The people stand.

Celebrant and People

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of
your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the
Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us
strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing
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The Hymn in Procession

Hymn 623 O quanta qualia
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1 O what their joy and their glo - ry must be,
2 Tru - ly “Je - ru - sa-lem” name we that shore,
3 There, where no trou - bles dis - trac - tion can bring,
4 Now, in the mean - while, with hearts raised on high,
5 Low be - fore him with  our prais - es  we fall,
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1 those end - less Sab - baths the bless - ed ones see;
2 d - ty of peace that brings joy ev - er - more;
3 we the sweet an - thems of Zi - on shall sing;
4 we for that coun - try must yearn and must sigh,
5 of whom, and in whom, and through whom are all;
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1 crown for the val - iant, to wea - ry ones rest:
2  wish and ful fill - ment are not sev - ered there,
3 while for thy grace, Lord, their  voic - es of praise
4 seek - ing Je ru - sa - lem, dear na - tive land,
5B of whom, the Fa - ther; and in whom, the Son;
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1 God shall be all, and in all ev - er blest.
2 nor do things  prayed for come  short of the  prayer.
3 thy bless - ed peo - ple e - ter - mal-ly raise.
4 through our long ex - ile on Bab - y-lon’s strand.
5 through whom, the Spi - rit, with  them ev - er One.
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The Dismissal
The Closing Voluntary
Gaudeamus

Joseph Jongen (1873-1953)

The order of service from the Book of Common Prayer, 1979
according to the use of the Episcopal Church.

The Flowers at the Altar are given to
the Glory of God by
Matt, Lacy and Abbie McClung
in Thanksgiving for
Charlotte McClung
and in Celebration of her
19" birthday.
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You are called to ministry!
There is a place for you in one of the following ministries. Please contact the ministry
leaders listed for more information about where your gifts may fit to strengthen our efforts

to bring God’s mission for the Church of the Ascension to full measure. If not sure where
to start call the church office, 770-382-2626.

Outreach

Building & Grounds

Christian Formation

Evangelism &

Communications

Fellowship

Finance

Technology

Pastoral Care

Stewardship

Liturgy & Worship

Liaisons — Linda Hamilton

linda@bbaribault.com

John Adams
jcahha@bellsouth.net

Liaison — John Adams
jcahha@bellsouth.net

Liaison — Keith Limardo
klimardo@yahoo.com

Liaison — Brenda Worley
brendaworley69@gmail.com

Liaison — Linda Brunt
Ibwbrunt@gmail.com

Liaison — Joe White
whitejandk@hotmail.com

Liaison — Jeffrey Tindall
jeff@jefttindall.com

Liaison — Sandi Behrens
sbehrens@bellsouth.net

Liaison — Jimmy Hyde
hydejimmy@bellsouth.net

Liaison — Linda Hamilton
linda@bbaribault.com
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Chairs — Emma Wilhoite
mmacpaige@gmail.com
Meghann Humphreys
meghann.humphreys@gmail.com

Chair — Jamie Hamilton
JHamil2081@bellsouth.net

Chair — Volunteer
Needed

Chair — Kelley Dial
kelleydial@gmail.com

Chair — Neal Brunt
brunt@mindspring.com

Chair — Drew Tonsmeire
dtonsmeire(@georgiasbdc.org

Chair — Riley Barrington
riley2barrington@gmail.com

Chairs — Annette Cook
annette.cook@comcast.net

Kerry Suggs
kerrydan14@gmail.com

Chair — Corinne Scott
acscott333@comcast.net

Chair — Todd Harper
tharper@kennesaw.edu
Rick McKee
rmckee54@comcast.net
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