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Welcome to The Episcopal Church of the Ascension. 
Here “we challenge ourselves and the world to love 

like Jesus as we worship joyfully,  
serve compassionately and grow spiritually.” 

Our shared purpose in the Diocese of Atlanta,  
as agreed upon at Annual Council 2015 

 
 
Please remember to silence your cell phone. 
The people may make the sign of the cross (optional) when this sign † appears throughout the order of the service. 

 
The Holy Eucharist: Rite Two 

The Word of God 
The Organ Voluntary 
 

Morning Song                                                                                    Wilbur Held (1914-2015) 
 
Please stand, as you are able, at the ringing of the bell.   
 

The Hymn in Procession 
 

Hymn 9                                                                                                Morning Song 
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The Opening Acclamation 
Celebrant †Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The Celebrant may say 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Celebrant and People                                                                                                                            S 280 

 

 

 



4 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Setting: Robert Powell (b.1932) 

 
The Collect of the Day 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
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Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you with all our hearts; for, as you always resist the proud who 
confide in their own strength, so you never forsake those who make their boast of your 
mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The people sit. 
 

The First Lesson                                                                    Deuteronomy 30:15-20 

Moses said to all Israel the words which the Lord commanded him, "See, I have set before 
you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. If you obey the commandments of 
the Lord your God that I am commanding you today, by loving the Lord your God, walking 
in his ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live 
and become numerous, and the Lord your God will bless you in the land that you are 
entering to possess. But if your heart turns away and you do not hear, but are led astray to 
bow down to other gods and serve them, I declare to you today that you shall perish; you 
shall not live long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. I call 
heaven and earth to witness against you today that I have set before you life and death, 
blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants may live, loving 
the Lord your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him; for that means life to you and 
length of days, so that you may live in the land that the Lord swore to give to your 
ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob." 
 

Lector      The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

The Response                                                
 

Psalm 1                                                                           Chanted by the congregation and choir 
Beatus vir qui non abiit  
                                                  
 

 
 

 
 

 
   1 Happy are they who have not walked in the ǀ counsel • of the ǀ wicked, * 
   nor lingered in the way of sinners,  
   nor sat in the ǀ sëats ǀ of the ǀ scornful!  
 

 2 Their delight is in the ǀ law • of the ǀ Lord, * 
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   and they meditate on his ǀ läw ǀ day and ǀ night.  
 

 3 They are like trees planted by streams of water, 
  bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that ǀ do not ǀ wither; * 
   everything they ǀ dö ǀ shäll ǀ prosper.  
 

 4 It is not ǀ so • with the ǀ wicked; * 
   they are like chaff which the ǀ wïnd ǀ blows a- ǀ way.  
 

 5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when ǀ judgment ǀ comes, * 
   nor the sinner in the ǀ council ǀ of the ǀ righteous.  
 

 6 For the Lord knows the ǀ way • of the ǀ righteous, * 
   but the ǀ way • of the ǀ wicked • is ǀ doomed. 
 

The Second Lesson                                                                        Philemon 1-21 
Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, 
 

To Philemon our dear friend and co-worker, to Apphia our sister, to Archippus our 
fellow soldier, and to the church in your house: 
 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

When I remember you in my prayers, I always thank my God because I hear of your 
love for all the saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. I pray that the sharing of 
your faith may become effective when you perceive all the good that we may do for 
Christ. I have indeed received much joy and encouragement from your love, because 
the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you, my brother. 
 

For this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do your duty, yet 
I would rather appeal to you on the basis of love-- and I, Paul, do this as an old man, 
and now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. I am appealing to you for my child, 
Onesimus, whose father I have become during my imprisonment. Formerly he was 
useless to you, but now he is indeed useful both to you and to me. I am sending him, 
that is, my own heart, back to you. I wanted to keep him with me, so that he might be of 
service to me in your place during my imprisonment for the gospel; but I preferred to do 
nothing without your consent, in order that your good deed might be voluntary and not 
something forced. Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from you for a while, so 
that you might have him back forever, no longer as a slave but more than a slave, a 
beloved brother-- especially to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in 
the Lord. 
 

So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. If he has 
wronged you in any way, or owes you anything, charge that to my account. I, Paul, am 
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writing this with my own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing about your owing me even 
your own self. Yes, brother, let me have this benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh my 
heart in Christ. Confident of your obedience, I am writing to you, knowing that you will 
do even more than I say. 
 

Lector The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

The Gospel Procession  
 

Hymn 603                                                                         St. Botolph 
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The Gospel                                                                             Luke 14:25-33 
 

Celebrant       The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
People            Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Now large crowds were traveling with Jesus; and he turned and said to them, "Whoever 
comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and 
sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple. Whoever does not carry the 
cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. For which of you, intending to build a 
tower, does not first sit down and estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to 
complete it? Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who 
see it will begin to ridicule him, saying, `This fellow began to build and was not able to 
finish.' Or what king, going out to wage war against another king, will not sit down first 
and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes against 
him with twenty thousand? If he cannot, then, while the other is still far away, he sends 
a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. So therefore, none of you can become my 
disciple if you do not give up all your possessions." 
 

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord.        
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
The Homily                                                             The Rev. J. Bernard Rosser 
  

The Nicene Creed 
  

Celebrant and People 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen.   
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  For us and 
for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he 
became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he 
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has 
spoken through the Prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
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We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  †We look for the resurrection 
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
The Prayers of the People                                                               Form VI, BCP 
                                                
The Leader and People pray responsively 
 

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 
 
Silence 
 

For all people in their daily life and work; 
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 
 

For this community, the nation, and the world; 
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
 

O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your Son: Look 
with compassion on the whole human family; take away the arrogance and hatred which 
infect our hearts; break down the walls that separate us; unite us in bonds of love; and work 
through our struggle and confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth; that, in your good 
time, all nations and races may serve you in harmony around your heavenly throne; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

For the just and proper use of your creation; 
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 
 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 
 

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 
 

For Michael our Presiding Bishop, and Rob our Bishop; and for all bishops and other 
ministers; 
For all who serve God in his Church. 
 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. 
 
Silence 
 
The People may add their own petitions 
 

We pray for the Episcopal Church of the Ascension.   
 

Look graciously on your Church, and so guide the minds of those who shall choose a rector 
for this parish, that we may receive a faithful pastor, who will care for your people and 
equip us for our ministries.  
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We pray for all veterans and their families and for those who are currently serving our 
country in the Armed Forces, especially Stovall Knight, Chandler Celluzi, Taylor Tekesky, 
Kyle Hubert, and Steven Velencia. 
 

We pray for those among us in need of healing, comfort, support, and compassion. 
 

We pray for those who have asked for our prayers by name, especially Lysette & George, 
Tim Conroy, Judy Anne, Mal Underwood, Janet McMillad, Annelle Smith, Michael 
Fobbus, Elizabeth Primm, Jim Gilbert, Lamar Tilley, Sherrie Routzahn, John Atwater, Lynn 
Fowler, Margaret Shepley, Hap Weiss, Beverly Montagno, Markie Montagno, Kevin Lotta, 
Bill Dial, Nancy Mines, The Rev. Louis Tonsmeire, Sam Hood and Lynette Pasek. 
 

We pray for those who have long-term health problems or are homebound, especially 
Arielle Levioff, Debbie White, Zane Hoyt, Janet Witner, Linda Kindon, Bob & Claudia 
White, Bonnie Harrelson, Sandy Rutters, Glendy Biggs, Hope Cunningham, Sarah McLeod, 
Kimberly Gottardi, John Youd, Steve Novak, George Chesnut, Sally Bonton, and Patsy 
Bennett. 
 
Silence 
 

Hear us Lord; 
For your mercy is great. 
  

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 
 
Silence 
  
The People may add their own thanksgivings 
 

We celebrate with those who have a birthday this week, especially Garrett Beaver, T. J. 
Newton, III, Jim Patterson, Simon Butterworth, Andy Brunt. 
 

We celebrate with those who have a wedding anniversary this week, especially Jim & Judy 
Patterson and Charles & The Rev. Linda Pineo. 

Silence 
 

We will exalt you, O God our King; 
And praise your Name for ever and ever. 
 

We pray for all who have died that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. 
 
Silence 
 
The people may add their own petitions 
 

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 
Who put their trust in you. 
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We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 
 
Silence may be kept. 
 
Leader and People 
 

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 
in your compassion forgive us our sins, 
known and unknown, 
things done and left undone; and so uphold us by your Spirit 
that we may live and serve you in newness of life,  
to the honor and glory of your Name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Celebrant concludes with an absolution. 
 

The Peace   
 

Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 
 
Parish Notices 
 
The Offertory Anthem 
 

Dear Lord and Father of Mankind                                                 C.H.H. Parry (1848-1918)                           
                                                                                               arr. H.A. Chambers (1880-1967) 
 
 
The Presentation 
 

Hymn 512                                                                                                                      Mendon 
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The Holy Communion 

The Great Thanksgiving       
 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise.    
 
The Celebrant proceeds 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who on the first day of the week overcame death and the 
grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.   
 

Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
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Celebrant and People                                                            WLP 858 
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Setting: American Folk Melody; arr. Marcia Pruner; harm. Annabel Morris Buchanan (1889-1983)  
© Church Pension Fund 

 
 
 
The Celebrant continues 
 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had 
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, 
your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to 
reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 
 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a 
perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, 
"Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me." 
 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
 
Celebrant and People 
 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 
The Celebrant continues 
 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
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Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, 
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. †Sanctify us also that we may 
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at 
the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for 
ever. AMEN. 
 

Celebrant As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 

 

 

 

The Breaking of the Bread    
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. 
 

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People  Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia. 
 
Fraction Anthem                                                                                                      WLP 876 
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Setting: Jack Warren Burnam (b. 1946) 
 
Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 

The Communion Hymns 
 

Hymn 581                                                                                                                    Cheshire 
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Hymn 323                                                                                            Jesu, Jesu, du mein Hirt 
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If you are worshiping with us virtually, please pray the Prayer for Spiritual Communion.  
 

In union, blessed Jesus, with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church where your 
blessed Body and Blood are offered this day, and remembering particularly my own parish 
and those worshiping at home, I long to offer you praise and thanksgiving, for creation and 
all the blessings of this life, for the redemption won for us by your life, death, and 
resurrection, for the means of grace and the hope of glory.  And particularly for the 
blessings given me... I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament, and since I 
cannot at this time receive communion, I pray you to come into my heart.   
†I unite myself with you and embrace you with all my heart, my soul, and my mind.  Let 
nothing separate me from you; let me serve you in this life until, by your grace, I come to 
your glorious kingdom and unending peace.  Amen. 
 
After Communion, the Celebrant says 
 

Let us pray. 
 
The people stand. 
 
Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of 
your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the 
Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us 
strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Blessing 
 
The Hymn in Procession 
 

Hymn 675                                                                                                                     Bourbon 

 

 
 

 
 

The Dismissal 
 
The Closing Voluntary 
Chaconne                                                                                     Louis Couperin (1626-1661) 

 
The order of service from the Book of Common Prayer, 1979  

according to the use of the Episcopal Church. 
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The Flowers at the Altar are given to 
the Glory of God by 

Andrew and Charise Druyf 
in Celebration of their 7th Anniversary 

and in Thanksgiving for Everyone 
who has helped them grow. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Remember that our summer schedule ends today.  Beginning next Sunday, September 11, we 
will have Holy Eucharist at 9:00 a.m. with a family focus, Christian Formation classes for all 
ages at 10:00 a.m. and Holy Eucharist with choir at 11:00 a.m.  Both the 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 
a.m. services will be streaming.  Please plan to join us.   
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You are called to ministry! 
There is a place for you in one of the following ministries.  Please contact the ministry 
leaders listed for more information about where your gifts may fit to strengthen our efforts 
to bring God’s mission for the Church of the Ascension to full measure.  If not sure where 
to start call the church office, 770-382-2626. 

 
Outreach   Liaisons – Linda Hamilton                  Chairs – Emma Wilhoite 
                                       linda@bbaribault.com                        mmacpaige@gmail.com             
                                                 John Adams                          Meghann Humphreys                                                              

                              jcahha@bellsouth.net                   meghann.humphreys@gmail.com 
                                                                                           
 

Building & Grounds    Liaison – John Adams             Chair – Jamie Hamilton   
        jcahha@bellsouth.net                     JHamil2081@bellsouth.net                                        
                        

 
Christian Formation      Liaison – Keith Limardo            Chair – Volunteer 
        klimardo@yahoo.com                     Needed  
 

 
Evangelism &       Liaison – Brenda Worley            Chair – Kelley Dial 
Communications     brendaworley69@gmail.com          kelleydial@gmail.com  
 

 
Fellowship       Liaison – Linda Brunt             Chair – Neal Brunt 
                              lbwbrunt@gmail.com               brunt@mindspring.com  
 

 
Finance        Liaison – Joe White             Chair – Drew Tonsmeire 
         whitejandk@hotmail.com   dtonsmeire@georgiasbdc.org 
 

 
Technology        Liaison – Jeffrey Tindall           Chair – Riley Barrington 
                      jeff@jefftindall.com                      riley2barrington@gmail.com                        
       

 
Pastoral Care        Liaison – Sandi Behrens           Chairs – Annette Cook 
         sbehrens@bellsouth.net         annette.cook@comcast.net  
                                                Kerry Suggs 
                kerrydan14@gmail.com  
 

 
Stewardship        Liaison – Jimmy Hyde           Chair – Corinne Scott 
         hydejimmy@bellsouth.net        acscott333@comcast.net  
 

 
Liturgy & Worship       Liaison – Linda Hamilton    Chair – Todd Harper   

                                    linda@bbaribault.com                                      tharper@kennesaw.edu 
           Rick McKee 
                        rmckee54@comcast.net 
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