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Welcome to The Episcopal Church of the Ascension. 
Here “we challenge ourselves and the world to love 

like Jesus as we worship joyfully,  
serve compassionately and grow spiritually.” 

 

Our shared purpose in the Diocese of Atlanta,  
as agreed upon at Annual Council 2015 

 
 
 
Please remember to silence your cell phone. 
The people may make the sign of the cross (optional) when this sign † appears throughout the order of the service. 

 
The Holy Eucharist: Rite Two 

The Word of God 
The Organ Voluntary 
 

In Green Pastures                                                                           Harold Darke (1888-1976) 
 
Please stand, as you are able, at the ringing of the bell.   
 

The Hymn in Procession 
 

Hymn 410                                                                                              Lauda anima 
 

Praise, my soul, the King of heaven; 
to his feet thy tribute bring; 
ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 
evermore his praises sing: 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Praise the everlasting King. 
 

Praise him for his grace and favor 
to his people in distress; 
praise him still the same as ever, 
slow to chide, and swift to bless: 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Glorious in this faithfulness. 
 

Father-like he tends and spares us; 
well our feeble frame he knows; 
in his hand he gently bears us, 
rescues us from all our foes. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Widely yet his mercy flows. 
 

Angels, help us to adore him; 
ye behold him face to face; 
sun and moon, bow down before him, 
dwellers all in time and space. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Praise with us the God of grace. 

The Opening Acclamation 
Celebrant †Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
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The Celebrant may say 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Celebrant and People                                                                                                                            S 280 
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Setting: Robert Powell (b.1932) 

 
The Collect of the Day 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

O God, because without you we are not able to please you, mercifully grant that your Holy 
Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The people sit. 
 

The First Lesson                                                                              Exodus 32:7-14 

The LORD said to Moses, "Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out of 
the land of Egypt, have acted perversely; they have been quick to turn aside from the 
way that I commanded them; they have cast for themselves an image of a calf, and have 
worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and said, `These are your gods, O Israel, who brought 
you up out of the land of Egypt!'" The LORD said to Moses, "I have seen this people, 
how stiff-necked they are. Now let me alone, so that my wrath may burn hot against 
them and I may consume them; and of you I will make a great nation." 
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But Moses implored the LORD his God, and said, "O LORD, why does your wrath burn 
hot against your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with great power 
and with a mighty hand? Why should the Egyptians say, `It was with evil intent that he 
brought them out to kill them in the mountains, and to consume them from the face of 
the earth'? Turn from your fierce wrath; change your mind and do not bring disaster on 
your people. Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you swore to 
them by your own self, saying to them, `I will multiply your descendants like the stars 
of heaven, and all this land that I have promised I will give to your descendants, and 
they shall inherit it forever.'" And the LORD changed his mind about the disaster that he 
planned to bring on his people. 
 

Lector      The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
 

The Response                                                
 

Psalm 51:1-11                                                                    Chanted by the congregation and choir 
 Miserere mei, Deus 
  
                                                  
 

 
 

 
 

 
    1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your ǀ loving- ǀ kindness; * 

   in your great compassion ǀ blot out ǀ my of- ǀ fenses. 
 

 2 Wash me through and through ǀ from my ǀ wickedness * 
   and ǀ cleanse me ǀ from my ǀ sin. 

 

 3 For I know ǀ my trans- ǀ gressions, * 
   and my ǀ sin is ǀ ever • be- ǀ fore me. 

 

 4 Against you only ǀ have I ǀ sinned * 
   and done what is ǀ evil ǀ in your ǀ sight. 

 

 5 And so you are justified ǀ when you ǀ speak * 
   and ǀ upright ǀ in your ǀ judgment. 

 

 6 Indeed, I have been wicked ǀ from my ǀ birth, * 
   a sinner ǀ from my ǀ mother's ǀ womb. 
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 7 For behold, you look for truth ǀ deep with- ǀ in me, * 
   and will make me ǀ under- • stand ǀ wisdom ǀ secretly. 

 

 8 Purge me from my sin, and I ǀ shall be ǀ pure; * 
   wash me, and I ǀ shall be ǀ clean in- ǀ deed. 

 

 9 Make me hear of ǀ joy and ǀ gladness, * 
   that the body you have ǀ broken ǀ may re- ǀ joice. 

 

 10 Hide your face ǀ from my ǀ sins * 
   and blot out all ǀ my in- ǀ iqui- ǀ ties. 

 
 11 Create in me a clean ǀ heart, O ǀ God, * 

   and renew a right ǀ spirit ǀ within ǀ me. 

The Second Lesson                                                                 1 Timothy 1:12-17 
I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he judged me 
faithful and appointed me to his service, even though I was formerly a blasphemer, a 
persecutor, and a man of violence. But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in 
unbelief, and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in 
Christ Jesus. The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into 
the world to save sinners-- of whom I am the foremost. But for that very reason I received 
mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display the utmost patience, 
making me an example to those who would come to believe in him for eternal life. To the 
King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

Lector The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

The Gospel Procession  
 

Hymn 393                                                                         Maoz Zur 
 

Praise our great and gracious Lord, 
call upon his holy Name; 
raising hymns in glad accord, 
all his mighty acts proclaim: 
how he leads his chosen 
unto Canaan’s promised land, 
how the word we have heard 
firm and changeless still shall stand. 

God has given the cloud by day, 
given the moving fire by night; 
guides his Israel on their way 
from the darkness into light. 
God it is who grants us 
sure retreat and refuge nigh; 
light of dawn leads us on: 
‘tis the Dayspring from on high. 
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The Gospel                                                                             Luke 15:1-10 
 

Celebrant       The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
People            Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

All the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to Jesus. And the Pharisees 
and the scribes were grumbling and saying, "This fellow welcomes sinners and eats 
with them." 
 

So he told them this parable: "Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing 
one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is 
lost until he finds it? When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. And 
when he comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, 
`Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.' Just so, I tell you, there will 
be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous 
persons who need no repentance. 
 

"Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a lamp, 
sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? When she has found it, she 
calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, `Rejoice with me, for I have found the 
coin that I had lost.' Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God 
over one sinner who repents." 
 

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord.        
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
The Homily                                                                   The Rev. Brandon Duke 
  

The Nicene Creed 
  

Celebrant and People 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen.   
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  For us and 
for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he 
became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he 
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has 
spoken through the Prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  †We look for the resurrection 
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
The Prayers of the People                                                               Form VI, BCP 
                                                
The Leader and People pray responsively 
 

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 
 
Silence 
 

For all people in their daily life and work; 
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 
 

For this community, the nation, and the world; 
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
 

O God, the Father of all, whose Son commanded us to love our enemies: Lead them and us 
from prejudice to truth: deliver them and us from hatred, cruelty, and revenge; and in 
your good time enable us all to stand reconciled before you, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 
 

For the just and proper use of your creation; 
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 
 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 
 

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 
 

For Michael our Presiding Bishop, and Rob our Bishop; and for all bishops and other 
ministers; 
For all who serve God in his Church. 
 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. 
 
Silence 
 
The People may add their own petitions 
 

We pray for the Episcopal Church of the Ascension.   
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Almighty God, giver of every good gift: Look graciously on your Church, and so guide the 
minds of those who shall choose a rector for this parish, that we may receive a faithful 
pastor, who will care for your people and equip us for our ministries.  
 

We pray for all veterans and their families and for those who are currently serving our 
country in the Armed Forces, especially Stovall Knight, Chandler Celluzi, Taylor Tekesky, 
Kyle Hubert, and Steven Velencia. 
 

We pray for those among us in need of healing, comfort, support, and compassion. 
 

We pray for those who have asked for our prayers by name, especially Dan Bennett, Wiley 
Steed, Elsie Jones, Margaret, Lysette & George, Tim Conroy, Judy Anne, Mal Underwood, 
Janet McMillad, Annelle Smith, Michael Fobbus, Elizabeth Primm, Jim Gilbert, Lamar 
Tilley, Sherrie Routzahn, Lynn Fowler, Hap Weiss, Beverly Montagno, Markie Montagno, 
Kevin Lotta, The Rev. Louis Tonsmeire, Sam Hood and Lynette Pasek. 
 

We pray for those who have long-term health problems or are homebound, especially Keith 
Scoimshaw, Arielle Levioff, Debbie White, Zane Hoyt, Janet Witner, Linda Kindon, Bob & 
Claudia White, Bonnie Harrelson, Sandy Rutters, Glendy Biggs, Hope Cunningham, Sarah 
McLeod, Kimberly Gottardi, John Youd, Steve Novak, George Chesnut, Sally Bonton, and 
Patsy Bennett. 
 
Silence 
 

Hear us Lord; 
For your mercy is great. 
  

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 
 
Silence 
  
The People may add their own thanksgivings 
 

We celebrate with those who have a birthday this week, especially Andy Brunt, Don Evans, 
Kevin Beaver, Sis Eastland and Lola Thomas. 
 

We celebrate with those who have a wedding anniversary this week, especially Charles & 
The Rev. Linda Pineo and Rob Davis & Jillian Humphreys. 
 
Silence 
 

We will exalt you, O God our King; 
And praise your Name for ever and ever. 
 

We pray for all who have died that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. 
 
Silence 
 
The people may add their own petitions 



10 
 

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 
Who put their trust in you. 
 

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 
 
Silence may be kept. 
 
Leader and People 
 

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 
in your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, 
things done and left undone; and so uphold us by your Spirit 
that we may live and serve you in newness of life,  
to the honor and glory of your Name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Celebrant concludes with an absolution. 
 

The Peace   
 

Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 
 
Parish Notices 
 

The Offertory Anthem 
 

Dear Lord and Father of Mankind                                                 C.H.H. Parry (1848-1918)                           
                                                                                          arr. by H.A. Chambers (1880-1967) 

The Presentation 
 

Hymn 683                                                                                                                   Beatitudo 
 

O for a closer walk with God, 
a calm and heavenly frame, 
a light to shine upon the road 
that leads me to the Lamb! 
 

Where is the blessedness I knew 
when first I saw the Lord? 
Where is the soul-refreshing view 
of Jesus and his word? 
 

Return, O holy Dove, return, 
sweet messenger of rest; 
I hate the sins that made thee mourn, 
and drove thee from my breast. 
 

The dearest idol I have known, 
whate’er that idol be, 
help me to tear it from thy throne, 
and worship only thee. 

So shall my walk be close with God, 
calm and serene my frame; 
so purer light shall mark the road 
that leads me to the Lamb. 



The Holy Communion 
The Great Thanksgiving       
 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise.    
 
The Celebrant proceeds 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who on the first day of the week overcame death and the 
grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.   
 

Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

Celebrant and People                                                             
The Celebrant continues 
 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had 
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, 
your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to 
reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 
 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a 
perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
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On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, 
"Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me." 
 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
Celebrant and People 
 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 
The Celebrant continues 
 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, 
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. †Sanctify us also that we may 
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at 
the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for 
ever. AMEN. 
 

Celebrant As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
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The Breaking of the Bread    
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. 
 

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People  Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 

The Communion Hymns 
 

Hymn 645                                                                                                               St. Columba 
 

The King of love my shepherd is, 
whose goodness faileth never; 
I nothing lack if I am his, 
and he is mine for ever. 
 

Where streams of living water flow, 
my ransomed soul he leadeth, 
and where the verdant pastures grow, 
with food celestial feedeth. 
 

Perverse and foolish oft I strayed, 
but yet in love he sought me, 
and on his shoulder gently laid, 
and home, rejoicing, brought me. 
 

In death’s dark vale I fear no ill 
with thee, dear Lord, beside me; 
thy rod and staff my comfort still, 
thy cross before to guide me. 
 

Thou spread’st a table in my sight; 
thy unction grace bestoweth; 
and oh, what transport of delight 
from thy pure chalice floweth! 
 

And so through all the length of days 
thy goodness faileth never:  
Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise 
within thy house for ever. 
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Hymn 706                                                                                                          Halton Holgate 
 

In your mercy, Lord, you called me, 
taught my sin-filled heart and mind, 
else this world had still enthralled me, 
and to glory kept me blind. 
 

Lord, I did not freely choose you 
till by grace you set me free; 
for my heart would still refuse you 
had your love not chosen me.

Now my heart sets none above you, 
for your grace alone I thirst, 
knowing well, that if I love you, 
you, O Lord, have loved me first. 

 
If you are worshiping with us virtually, please pray the Prayer for Spiritual Communion.  
 

In union, blessed Jesus, with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church where your 
blessed Body and Blood are offered this day, and remembering particularly my own parish 
and those worshiping at home, I long to offer you praise and thanksgiving, for creation and 
all the blessings of this life, for the redemption won for us by your life, death, and 
resurrection, for the means of grace and the hope of glory.  And particularly for the 
blessings given me... I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament, and since I 
cannot at this time receive communion, I pray you to come into my heart.   
†I unite myself with you and embrace you with all my heart, my soul, and my mind.  Let 
nothing separate me from you; let me serve you in this life until, by your grace, I come to 
your glorious kingdom and unending peace.  Amen. 
 
After Communion, the Celebrant says 
 

Let us pray. 
 
The people stand. 
 
Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of 
your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the 
Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us 
strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Blessing 
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The Hymn in Procession 
 

Hymn 388                                                                                                                     Hanover 
 

O worship the King, all glorious above! 
O gratefully sing his power and his love! 
Our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days, 
pavilioned in splendor, and girded with praise. 
 

O tell of his might! O sing of his grace! 
Whose robe is the light, whose canopy space. 
His chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form, 
and dark is his path on the wings of the storm. 
 

The earth, with its store of wonders untold, 
Almighty, thy power hath founded of old, 
hath stablished it fast by a changeless decree, 
and round it hath cast, like a mantle, the sea. 
 

Thy bountiful care, what tongue can recite? 
It breathes in the air; it shines in the light; 
it streams from the hills, it descends to the plain, 
and sweetly distills in the dew and the rain. 
 

Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail, 
in thee do we trust, nor find thee to fail; 
thy mercies, how tender! how firm to the end! 
Our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend! 
 
The Dismissal 
 
The Closing Voluntary 
Toccata on Hanover                                                                     Michael Burkhardt (b. 1957) 

 
The order of service from the Book of Common Prayer, 1979  

according to the use of the Episcopal Church. 
 
 

The Flowers at the Altar are given to 
the Glory of God by 

Neal and Linda Brunt 
in Thankgiving and Gratitude for   

Andrew Stanley Brunt. 
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You are called to ministry! 
There is a place for you in one of the following ministries.  Please contact the ministry 
leaders listed for more information about where your gifts may fit to strengthen our efforts 
to bring God’s mission for the Church of the Ascension to full measure.  If not sure where 
to start call the church office, 770-382-2626. 

 
Outreach   Liaisons – Linda Hamilton                  Chairs – Emma Wilhoite 
                                       linda@bbaribault.com                                   mmacpaige@gmail.com             
                                                      John Adams                          Meghann Humphreys                                                              

                             jcahha@bellsouth.net                               meghann.humphreys@gmail.com 
                                                                                           
 

Building & Grounds    Liaison – John Adams             Chair – Jamie Hamilton   
        jcahha@bellsouth.net                     JHamil2081@bellsouth.net                                        
                        

 
Christian Formation      Liaison – Keith Limardo            Chair – Volunteer 
        klimardo@yahoo.com                     Needed  
 

 
Evangelism &       Liaison – Brenda Worley            Chair – Kelley Dial 
Communications     brendaworley69@gmail.com          kelleydial@gmail.com  
 

 
Fellowship       Liaison – Linda Brunt             Chair – Neal Brunt 
                              lbwbrunt@gmail.com               brunt@mindspring.com  
 

 
Finance        Liaison – Joe White             Chair – Drew Tonsmeire 
         whitejandk@hotmail.com   dtonsmeire@georgiasbdc.org 
 

 
Technology        Liaison – Jeffrey Tindall           Chair – Riley Barrington 
                      jeff@jefftindall.com                      riley2barrington@gmail.com                        
       

 
Pastoral Care        Liaison – Sandi Behrens           Chairs – Annette Cook 
         sbehrens@bellsouth.net         annette.cook@comcast.net  
                                                Kerry Suggs 
                kerrydan14@gmail.com  
 

 
Stewardship        Liaison – Jimmy Hyde           Chair – Corinne Scott 
         hydejimmy@bellsouth.net                   acscott333@comcast.net  
 

 
Liturgy & Worship       Liaison – Linda Hamilton    Chairs – Todd Harper   

                                   linda@bbaribault.com                                   tharper@kennesaw.edu 
              Rick McKee 
                     rmckee54@comcast.net 
   


	Setting: Robert Powell (b.1932)
	The Collect of the Day
	The First Lesson                                                                              Exodus 32:7-14
	The Response
	Psalm 51:1-11                                                                    Chanted by the congregation and choir
	The Second Lesson                                                                 1 Timothy 1:12-17

