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Welcome to The Episcopal Church of the Ascension. 
Here “we challenge ourselves and the world to love 

like Jesus as we worship joyfully,  
serve compassionately and grow spiritually.” 

 

Our shared purpose in the Diocese of Atlanta,  
as agreed upon at Annual Council 2015 

 
 
 
Please remember to silence your cell phone. 
The people may make the sign of the cross (optional) when this sign † appears throughout the order of the service. 

 
The Holy Eucharist: Rite Two 

The Word of God 
The Organ Voluntary 
 

Ellers                                                                                               Charles Callahan (b. 1951) 
 
Please stand, as you are able, at the ringing of the bell.   
 

The Hymn in Procession 
 

Hymn 390                                                                                          Lobe den Herren 
 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation; 
O my soul, praise him, for he is thy health and salvation: 
join the great throng, psaltery, organ, and song, 
sounding in glad adoration. 
 

Praise to the Lord; over all things he gloriously reigneth: 
borne as on eagle-wings, safely his saints he sustaineth. 
Hast thou not seen how all thou needest hath been 
granted in what he ordaineth? 
 

Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy way and defend thee; 
surely his goodness and mercy shall ever attend thee; 
ponder anew what the Almighty can do, 
who with his love doth befriend thee. 
 

Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore him! 
All that hath life and breath come now with praises before him! 
Let the amen sound from his people again; 
gladly for ever adore him. 
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The Opening Acclamation 
Celebrant †Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The Celebrant may say 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Celebrant and People                                                                                                                             
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Setting: Barry McLeod, from Mass for the Church of the Ascension © Barry McLeod 

 
The Collect of the Day 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to love things heavenly; and even 
now, while we are placed among things that are passing away, to hold fast to those that shall 
endure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The people sit. 

The First Lesson                                                                              Amos 8:4-7 

Hear this, you that trample on the needy, 
and bring to ruin the poor of the land, 

saying, "When will the new moon be over 
so that we may sell grain; 

and the sabbath, 
so that we may offer wheat for sale? 

We will make the ephah small and the shekel great, 
and practice deceit with false balances, 

buying the poor for silver 
and the needy for a pair of sandals, 
and selling the sweepings of the wheat." 
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The LORD has sworn by the pride of Jacob: 
Surely I will never forget any of their deeds. 

 

Lector      The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
The Response                                                
 

Psalm 113                                                                           Chanted by the congregation and choir 
 Laudate, pueri 
  
                                                  
 

 
 

 
 

 
    1 Hallelujah! 

  Give praise, you servants ǀ of the ǀ Lord; * 
   praise the ǀ Näme ǀ of the ǀ Lord. 

 

 2 Let the Name of the ǀ Lord be ǀ blessed, * 
   from this time ǀ forth for ǀ ever- ǀ more. 

 

 3 From the rising of the sun to its ǀ going ǀ down * 
   let the ǀ Name • of the ǀ Lord be ǀ praised. 

 4 The Lord is high a- ǀ bove all ǀ nations, * 
   and his ǀ glory • a- ǀ bove the ǀ heavens. 

 

 5 Who is like the Lord our God, who sits en- ǀ throned on ǀ high * 
   but stoops to behold the ǀ heavens ǀ and the ǀ earth? 

 

 6 He takes up the weak ǀ out of • the ǀ dust * 
   and lifts up the ǀ pöor ǀ from the ǀ ashes. 

 

 7 He sets them ǀ with the ǀ princes, * 
   with the ǀ princes ǀ of his ǀ people. 

 

 8 He makes the woman of a ǀ childless ǀ house * 
   to be a ǀ joyful ǀ mother • of ǀ children. 
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The Second Lesson                                                                 1 Timothy 2:1-7 
First of all, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made 
for everyone, for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a quiet 
and peaceable life in all godliness and dignity. This is right and is acceptable in the 
sight of God our Savior, who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the 
knowledge of the truth. For 

 

there is one God; 
there is also one mediator between God and humankind, 

Christ Jesus, himself human, 
who gave himself a ransom for all 

 

-- this was attested at the right time. For this I was appointed a herald and an apostle (I 
am telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth. 
 

Lector The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

The Gospel Procession  
 

Hymn 488                                                                                  Slane 
Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 
all else be nought to me, save that thou art— 
thou my best thought, by day or by night, 
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 
 

Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word; 
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord; 
thou my great Father; thine own may I be; 
thou in me dwelling, and I one with thee. 

 

High King of heaven, when victory is won, 
may I reach heaven’s joys, bright heaven’s Sun! 
Heart of my heart, whatever befall, 
still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 

 

The Gospel                                                                             Luke 16:1-13 
 

Celebrant       The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
People            Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Jesus said to the disciples, "There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges were 
brought to him that this man was squandering his property. So he summoned him and 
said to him, `What is this that I hear about you? Give me an accounting of your 
management, because you cannot be my manager any longer.' Then the manager said to 
himself, `What will I do, now that my master is taking the position away from me? I am 
not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. I have decided what to do so that, 
when I am dismissed as manager, people may welcome me into their homes.' So, 
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summoning his master's debtors one by one, he asked the first, `How much do you owe 
my master?' He answered, `A hundred jugs of olive oil.' He said to him, `Take your bill, 
sit down quickly, and make it fifty.' Then he asked another, `And how much do you 
owe?' He replied, `A hundred containers of wheat.' He said to him, `Take your bill and 
make it eighty.' And his master commended the dishonest manager because he had 
acted shrewdly; for the children of this age are more shrewd in dealing with their own 
generation than are the children of light. And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by 
means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they may welcome you into the 
eternal homes. 
 

"Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is dishonest in 
a very little is dishonest also in much. If then you have not been faithful with the 
dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? And if you have not been 
faithful with what belongs to another, who will give you what is your own? No slave 
can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the other, or be 
devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth." 
 

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord.        
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

The Homily                                                             The Rev. J. Bernard Rosser 
  

The Nicene Creed 
  

Celebrant and People 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen.   
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  For us and 
for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he 
became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he 
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has 
spoken through the Prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  †We look for the resurrection 
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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The Prayers of the People                                                               Form VI, BCP 
                                                
The Leader and People pray responsively 
 

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 
 
Silence 
 

For all people in their daily life and work; 
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 
 

For this community, the nation, and the world; 
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
 

O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your Son: Look 
with compassion on the whole human family; take away the arrogance and hatred which 
infect our hearts; break down the walls that separate us; unite us in bonds of love; and work 
through our struggle and confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth; that, in your good 
time, all nations and races may serve you in harmony around your heavenly throne; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

For the just and proper use of your creation; 
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 
 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 
 

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 
 

For Michael our Presiding Bishop, and Rob our Bishop; and for all bishops and other 
ministers; 
For all who serve God in his Church. 
For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. 
 
Silence 
 
The People may add their own petitions 
 

We pray for the Episcopal Church of the Ascension.   
 

Almighty God, giver of every good gift: Look graciously on your Church, and so guide the 
minds of those who shall choose a rector for this parish, that we may receive a faithful 
pastor, who will care for your people and equip us for our ministries.  
 

We pray for all veterans and their families and for those who are currently serving our 
country in the Armed Forces, especially Stovall Knight, Chandler Celluzi, Taylor Tekesky, 
Kyle Hubert, and Steven Velencia. 
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We pray for those among us in need of healing, comfort, support, and compassion. 
 

We pray for those who have asked for our prayers by name, especially Dan Bennett, Wyley 
Steed, Elsie Jones, Margaret, Lysette & George, Tim Conroy, Judy Anne, Mal Underwood, 
Janet McMillad, Annelle Smith, Michael Fobbus, Elizabeth Primm, Jim Gilbert, Lamar 
Tilley, Sherrie Routzahn, Lynn Fowler, Hap Weiss, The Rev. Louis Tonsmeire, Sam Hood 
and Lynette Pasek. 
 

We pray for those who have long-term health problems or are homebound, especially 
Beverly Montagno, Markie Montagno, Keith Scoimshaw, Arielle Levioff, Debbie White, 
Zane Hoyt, Janet Witner, Linda Kindon, Bob & Claudia White, Bonnie Harrelson, Sandy 
Rutters, Glendy Biggs, Hope Cunningham, Sarah McLeod, Kimberly Gottardi, John Youd, 
Steve Novak, George Chesnut, Sally Bonton, and Patsy Bennett. 
 
Silence 
 

Hear us Lord; 
For your mercy is great. 
  

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 
 
Silence 
  
The People may add their own thanksgivings 
 

We celebrate with those who have a birthday this week, especially Leigh Easterwood, Jerry 
Thomas, Jeff Tindall, Shirley Martin, Scott Butterworth, and Jillian Humphreys. 
 

We celebrate with those who have a wedding anniversary this week, especially Jerry & Lola 
Thomas, Jim & Julia Gilbert, and Fredrick Knight & Leigh Easterwood. 
 
Silence 
 

We will exalt you, O God our King; 
And praise your Name for ever and ever. 
 

We pray for all who have died, especially Mary (Van) Van Valkenburg and Queen 
Elizabeth, II,  that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. 
 
Silence 
 
The people may add their own petitions 
 

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 
Who put their trust in you. 
 

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 
 
Silence may be kept. 
 



10 
 

Leader and People 
 

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 
in your compassion forgive us our sins, 
known and unknown, 
things done and left undone; and so uphold us by your Spirit 
that we may live and serve you in newness of life,  
to the honor and glory of your Name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Celebrant concludes with an absolution. 
 

The Peace   
 

Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 
 

Parish Notices 
 

The Offertory Anthem 
 

From the Rising of the Sun                                                     F.A. Gore Ouseley (1825-1889) 
 

The Presentation 
 

Hymn 375                                                                              Du Lebensbrot, Herr Jesu Christ 
 

Give praise and glory unto God, 
the Father of all blessing; 
his mighty wonders tell abroad, 
his graciousness confessing. 
With balm my inmost heart he fills, 
his comfort all my anguish stills. 
To God be praise and glory. 
 
 
 

 

The host of heaven praiseth thee, 
O Lord of all dominions; 
and mortals then, on land and sea, 
beneath thy shadowing pinions, 
exult in thy creative might 
that doeth all things well and right. 
To God be praise and glory. 

 

What God hath wrought to show his power 
he evermore sustaineth; 
he watches o’er us every hour, 
his mercy never waneth. 
Through all his kingdom’s wide domain, 
his righteousness and justice reign. 
To God be praise and glory. 
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The Holy Communion 
The Great Thanksgiving       
 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise.    
The Celebrant proceeds 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who on the first day of the week overcame death and the 
grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.   
 

Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

 
Celebrant and People                                                             

Setting: Barry McLeod, from Mass for the Church of the Ascension © Barry McLeod 
 
The Celebrant continues 
 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had 
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, 
your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to 
reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 
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He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a 
perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, 
"Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me." 
 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
Celebrant and People 
 

Christ has died.   
Christ is risen.   
Christ will come again. 
 
The Celebrant continues 
 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, 
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. †Sanctify us also that we may 
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at 
the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for 
ever. AMEN. 
 

Celebrant As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
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Setting: Barry McLeod, from Mass for the Church of the Ascension © Barry McLeod 

 

The Breaking of the Bread    
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. 
 

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People  Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Setting: Barry McLeod, from Mass for the Church of the Ascension © Barry McLeod 
 
Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
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The Communion Hymns 
 

Hymn 701                                                                                                   Jesu, meine Freude 
 

Jesus, all my gladness, 
my repose in sadness, 
Jesus, heaven to me, 
ah, my heart long plaineth, 
ah, my spirit straineth, 
longeth after thee! 
Thine I am, O holy Lamb; 
only where thou art is pleasure, 
thee alone I treasure. 
 

Hence with earthly treasure: 
thou art all my pleasure, 
Jesus, my desire! 
Hence, for pomps I care not, 
e’en as though they were not 
rank and fortune’s hire. 
Want and gloom, cross, death and tomb; 
nought that I may suffer ever 
shall from Jesus sever. 

Flee, dark clouds that lower, 
for my joy-bestower, 
Jesus, enters in! 
Joy from tribulation, 
hope from desolation, 
they who love God win. 
Be it blame or scorn or shame, 
thou art with me in earth’s sadness, 
Jesus, all my gladness! 

  

WLP 764                                                                                                              Taste and See 
 

Taste and see. Taste and see the goodness of the Lord 
O taste and see. Taste and see the goodness of the Lord, of the Lord. 

 
I will bless the Lord at all times. 
His praise shall always be on my lips; 
my soul shall glory in the Lord; 
for he has been so good to me. 

Glorify the Lord with me. 
Together let us all praise his name. 
I called the Lord and he answered me; 
from all my troubles he set me free. 

 
Worship the Lord all you people. 
You’ll want for nothing if you ask. 
Taste and see that God is good; 
In him we need put all our trust. 
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If you are worshiping with us virtually, please pray the Prayer for Spiritual Communion.  
 

In union, blessed Jesus, with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church where your 
blessed Body and Blood are offered this day, and remembering particularly my own parish 
and those worshiping at home, I long to offer you praise and thanksgiving, for creation and 
all the blessings of this life, for the redemption won for us by your life, death, and 
resurrection, for the means of grace and the hope of glory.  And particularly for the 
blessings given me... I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament, and since I 
cannot at this time receive communion, I pray you to come into my heart.   
†I unite myself with you and embrace you with all my heart, my soul, and my mind.  Let 
nothing separate me from you; let me serve you in this life until, by your grace, I come to 
your glorious kingdom and unending peace.  Amen. 
 
After Communion, the Celebrant says 
 

Let us pray. 
 
The people stand. 
 
Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of 
your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the 
Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us 
strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Blessing 
 
The Hymn in Procession 
 

Hymn 345                                                                                                                         Ellers 
 

Savior, again to thy dear Name we raise 
with one accord our parting hymn of praise; 
guard thou the lips from sin, the hearts from shame, 
that in this house have called upon thy Name. 
 

Grant us thy peace upon our homeward way; 
with thee began, with thee shall end the day: 
from harm and danger keep thy children free, 
for dark and light are both alike to thee. 
 

Grant us thy peace throughout our earthly life; 
peace to thy Church from error and from strife; 
peace to our land, the fruit of truth and love; 
peace in each heart, thy Spirit from above: 
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thy peace in life, the balm of every pain; 
thy peace in death, the hope to rise again; 
then, when thy voice shall bid our conflict cease, 
call us, O Lord, to thine eternal peace. 

 
The Dismissal 
 
The Closing Voluntary 
Prelude in C Major                                                                Dietrich Buxtehude (1637-1707) 

 
The order of service from the Book of Common Prayer, 1979  

according to the use of the Episcopal Church. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Flowers at the Altar are given to 
the Glory of God by 

Jerry and Lola Thomas 
in Thankgiving for  

Forty-six years of Marriage. 
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You are called to ministry! 
There is a place for you in one of the following ministries.  Please contact the ministry 
leaders listed for more information about where your gifts may fit to strengthen our efforts 
to bring God’s mission for the Church of the Ascension to full measure.  If not sure where 
to start call the church office, 770-382-2626. 

 
Outreach   Liaisons – Linda Hamilton                  Chairs – Emma Wilhoite 
                                       linda@bbaribault.com                                   mmacpaige@gmail.com             
                                                      John Adams                          Meghann Humphreys                                                              

                             jcahha@bellsouth.net                               meghann.humphreys@gmail.com 
                                                                                           
 

Building & Grounds    Liaison – John Adams             Chair – Jamie Hamilton   
        jcahha@bellsouth.net                     JHamil2081@bellsouth.net                                        
                        

 
Christian Formation      Liaison – Keith Limardo            Chair – Volunteer 
        klimardo@yahoo.com                     Needed  
 

 
Evangelism &       Liaison – Brenda Worley            Chair – Kelley Dial 
Communications     brendaworley69@gmail.com          kelleydial@gmail.com  
 

 
Fellowship       Liaison – Linda Brunt             Chair – Neal Brunt 
                              lbwbrunt@gmail.com               brunt@mindspring.com  
 

 
Finance        Liaison – Joe White             Chair – Drew Tonsmeire 
         whitejandk@hotmail.com   dtonsmeire@georgiasbdc.org 
 

 
Technology        Liaison – Jeffrey Tindall           Chair – Riley Barrington 
                      jeff@jefftindall.com                      riley2barrington@gmail.com                        
       

 
Pastoral Care        Liaison – Sandi Behrens           Chairs – Annette Cook 
         sbehrens@bellsouth.net         annette.cook@comcast.net  
                                                Kerry Suggs 
                kerrydan14@gmail.com  
 

 
Stewardship        Liaison – Jimmy Hyde           Chair – Corinne Scott 
         hydejimmy@bellsouth.net                   acscott333@comcast.net  
 

 
Liturgy & Worship       Liaison – Linda Hamilton    Chairs – Todd Harper   

                                   linda@bbaribault.com                                   tharper@kennesaw.edu 
              Rick McKee 
                     rmckee54@comcast.net 
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