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Welcome to The Episcopal Church of the Ascension.   
Here “we challenge ourselves and the world to love 

like Jesus as we worship joyfully,  
serve compassionately and grow spiritually.” 

Our shared purpose in the Diocese of Atlanta,  
as agreed upon at Annual Council 2015 

 
 
Please remember to silence your cell phones. 
The people may make the sign of the cross (optional) when this sign † appears throughout the order of the service. 

 
The Holy Eucharist: Rite Two 

The Word of God  
The Prelude                                                                       
 

Meine Seele erhebt den Herren                                                             J. S. Bach (1685-1750) 
 
Please stand, as you are able, at the ringing of the bell.   
 

The Hymn in Procession 
 

Hymn 54                                                                                  Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland 
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The people standing, the Celebrant says 
 

Celebrant †Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

Celebrant Jesus said, "The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel: The Lord your God 
is the only Lord. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all 
your mind, and with all your strength. The second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself. 
There is no commandment greater than these."    Mark 12:29-31  
 

The Confession of Sin  
 

Celebrant  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
Silence may be kept. 
 

Celebrant and People 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We are truly sorry and we 
humbly repent.  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that 
we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name.  Amen. 
 
The Bishop, when present, or the Priest, stands and says 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 

The Trisagion 
During Advent the following is used and repeated three times: 

 

Setting: Barry McLeod, from Eucharistic Settings for Advent © Barry McLeod 
 

The Collect of the Day 
The Celebrant says to the people 

  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray.    
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Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son Jesus Christ, at 
his coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

The First Lesson                                                                            Isaiah 7:10-16 
 

Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as 
Sheol or high as heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test. 
Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that 
you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young 
woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. He shall eat curds 
and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. For before the 
child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings 
you are in dread will be deserted.” 
 

Lector      The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

The Response                                        
 

Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18                                                     
 
Qui regis Israel                                                                          Chanted by the congregation and choir 
  
 
 
 
 
 

  1  Hear, Ö Shepherd of Israel, leading / Joseph / like a flock; * 
  shine forth, you that are enthroned upon / the chë- / rubim. 
 

  2  In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, / and Man- /asseh, * 
  stir up your strength / and cöme / to help us. 
 

  3  Restore us, / O God / of hosts; * 
  show the light of your countenance, and / we shäll / be saved. 
 

  4  O / Lord God / of hosts, * 
  how long will you be angered despite the / prayers öf / your people? 
 

  5  You have fed them / with the / bread of tears; * 
  you have given them / bowls öf / tears to drink. 
 

  6  You have made us the derision / of our / neighbors, * 
  and our enemies / laugh üs / to scorn. 
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  7  Restore us, / O God / of hosts; * 
  show the light of your countenance, and / we shäll / be saved. 
 

 16  Let your hand be upon the / man of / your right hand, * 
  the son of man you have made so / strong för / yourself. 
 

 17  And so will we never / turn a-/ way from you; * 
  give us life, that we may / call üp- / on your Name. 
 

 18  Restore us, O / Lord God / of hosts; * 
  show the light of your countenance, and / we shäll / be saved. 

 

The Second Lesson                                                                         Romans 1:1-7 
 

Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, which 
he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, the gospel concerning 
his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh and was declared to be Son 
of God with power according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the 
obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for the sake of his name, including yourselves 
who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 
 

To all God's beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: 
 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Lector      The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

The Sequence  
 

Hymn 265                                                                               Gabriel’s Message 
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The Gospel                                                              Matthew 1:18-25 
 

Celebrant   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People     Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had 
been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child 
from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to 
expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. But just when he had 
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resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, 
son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her 
is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will 
save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by 
the Lord through the prophet: 

 

“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 

 

which means, “God is with us.” When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of 
the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, but had no marital relations with her 
until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 
 

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord.        
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

The Homily                                                           The Rev. Richard H. Winters           
 

The Nicene Creed 
 
Celebrant and People 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen.   
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  For us and 
for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he 
became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he 
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has 
spoken through the Prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  †We look for the resurrection 
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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The Prayers of the People                                     Form II, BCP 
                                                
In the course of the silence after each bidding, the People offer their own prayers, either silently or aloud. 
 

I ask your prayers for God's people throughout the world; for our Presiding Bishop, 
Michael, and our Bishop, Robert; for this gathering; and for all ministers and people. 
Pray for the Church. 
 

Silence 
 

I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for the well-being of all 
people. 
Pray for justice and peace. 
 

Silence 
 

I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and those in prison.   
Pray for those in any need or trouble. 
 

Silence 
 

I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of him. 
Pray that they may find and be found by him. 
 

Silence 
 

I ask your prayers for the departed. 
 
Members may speak the names of any who have died. 
 

Pray for those who have died. 
 

Silence 
   

At this time, please pray, either silently or aloud, for those referenced on the prayer list in 
your bulletin and/or for other concerns and thanksgivings. 
   

I ask your prayers for                             . 
 

I ask your thanksgiving for                             . 
   

Silence 
 

Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored. 
 

Pray that we may have grace to glorify Christ in our own day. 
 

Silence 
 
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 
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The Peace   
 

Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 
 
Parish Notices 
 
The Offertory  
 

Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming                                                         Bruce Neswick (b. 1956) 
 

The Presentation 
 

Hymn 56                                                                                                  Veni, veni, Emmanuel 
 (Verses 1 & 6) 
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The Holy Communion 
The Great Thanksgiving       
 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise.    
The Celebrant proceeds 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs 
in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to 
judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. 
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
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Celebrant and People 

 
Setting: Barry McLeod, from Eucharistic Settings for Advent © Barry McLeod 

 

The people stand or kneel. 
 

Then the Celebrant continues 
 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to 
us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you 
sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world.  
In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, 
you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into 
life. 
 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my 
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me." 
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Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
 

Celebrant and People 
 

We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 
 

The Celebrant continues 
 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to 
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 
 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. †Unite us to your Son 
in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 
In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that 
heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your 
sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of 
the Church, and the author of our salvation. 
 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever.  AMEN.  
   

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Celebrant As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
 

Celebrant and People 
 

The Breaking of the Bread    
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Setting: Barry McLeod, from Eucharistic Settings for Advent © Barry McLeod 
 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. 
 

Celebrant Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People Therefore let us keep the feast.  
 

Celebrant and People 
 

Words: Enriching Our Worship 1, ©1998. 
Setting: Barry McLeod, from Eucharistic Settings for Advent © 2011 Barry McLeod 

 

Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your 
hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 

Hymns during Communion 
Hymn 60                                                                                                Conditor alme siderum 
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Hymn 268                                                                                                                         Julion  
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If you are worshiping with us virtually, please pray the Prayer for Spiritual Communion.  

In union, blessed Jesus, with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church where your 
blessed Body and Blood are offered this day, and remembering particularly my own parish 
and those worshiping at home, †I long to offer you praise and thanksgiving, for creation and 
all the blessings of this life, for the redemption won for us by your life, death, and 
resurrection, for the means of grace and the hope of glory.  And particularly for the 
blessings given me... I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament, and since I 
cannot at this time receive communion, I pray you to come into my heart.  †I unite myself 
with you and embrace you with all my heart, my soul, and my mind.  Let nothing separate 
me from you; let me serve you in this life until, by your grace, I come to your glorious 
kingdom and unending peace.  Amen. 
 
After Communion, the Celebrant says 
 

Let us pray. 
 
Celebrant and People 
 

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of 
the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for 
assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your 
Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom.  And now, Father, send us out to do the work 
you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.  
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever.  Amen. 
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The Blessing 
 

The Celebrant blesses the people. 
 

May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came among us in great 
humility, sanctify you with the light of his blessing and set you free from all sin. Amen.  
 

May he whose second Coming in power and great glory we await, make you steadfast in 
faith, joyful in hope, and constant in love. Amen.  
 
May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer, at his second Advent be 
rewarded with unending life. Amen.  
 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you 
and remain with you for ever. Amen. 
 

The Closing Hymn 
 

Hymn 66                                                                                                                       Stuttgart 
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The Vestry Affirmation 
 

The Dismissal 
 

 
The order of service is from the Book of Common Prayer, 1979  

according to the use of the Episcopal Church. 
 
 
 

The Advent Blessings are adapted from  
“The Book of Occasional Services 2018”  

(The Episcopal Church). 
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Please use this to guide your prayers. 
 

 

Please pray for the world. 
O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your Son: Look 
with compassion on the whole human family; take away the arrogance and hatred which 
infect our hearts; break down the walls that separate us; unite us in bonds of love; and work 
through our struggle and confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth; that, in your good 
time, all nations and races may serve you in harmony around your heavenly throne; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 

Please pray for all veterans and their families and for those who are currently serving our 
country in the Armed Forces, especially Stovall Knight, Chandler Celluzi, Taylor Tekesky, 
Kyle Hubert, Steven Velencia, Louis Evans and Sean Baker. 
 

Please pray for the Episcopal Church of the Ascension. 
Almighty God, giver of every good gift: Look graciously on your Church, and so guide the 
minds of those who shall choose a rector for this parish and those who would be candidates, 
that we may receive a faithful pastor, who will care for your people and equip us for our 
ministries.  
 

Pray for blessings on those who have birthdays this week. 
Grant Wilhoite, Nancy Mines, Teresa Yates, Gail McDaniel, Mary Erickson, Michael 
Johnson, Porter Gnann. 
 

Pray for guidance. 
Direct us, O Lord, in all our doings with your most gracious favor, and further us 
with your continual help; that in all our works begun, continued, and ended in you, we may 
glorify your holy Name, and finally, by your mercy, obtain everlasting life; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Please pray for those among us in need of healing, comfort, support, and compassion. 
Please pray for those who have asked for our prayers by name, especially Bob Meredith, 
Chris Tripp, Brooklyn Schimke, Betty Dean, Glenda Parker, John Atwell, Carolyn 
Spearing, Kit Caffey, Ronald Pittman, Michael Johnson, Annette Cockrill, Lysette & 
George, Judy Anne, Mal Underwood, Janet McMillad, Annelle Smith, Jim Gilbert, Lamar 
Tilley, Lynn Fowler, The Rev. Louis Tonsmeire, Sam Hood and Lynette Pasek. 
 

Please pray for those who have long-term health problems or are homebound, especially 
Wendy Little, Beverly Montagno, Markie Montagno, Keith Scoimshaw, Arielle Levioff, 
Debbie White, Zane Hoyt, Janet Witner, Linda Kindon, Bob & Claudia White, Bonnie 
Harrelson, Sandy Rutters, Glendy Biggs, Hope Cunningham, Sarah McLeod, Kimberly 
Gottardi, Steve Novak, and Patsy Bennett. 
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You are called to ministry! 
There is a place for you in one of the following ministries.  Please contact the ministry 
leaders listed for more information about where your gifts may fit to strengthen our efforts 
to bring God’s mission for the Church of the Ascension to full measure.  If not sure where 
to start call the church office, 770-382-2626. 
 
Outreach   Liaisons – Linda Hamilton                  Chairs – Emma Wilhoite 
                                       linda@bbaribault.com                                   mmacpaige@gmail.com             
                                                      John Adams                          Meghann Humphreys                                                              

                             jcahha@bellsouth.net                               meghann.humphreys@gmail.com 
                                                                                           
 

Building & Grounds    Liaison – John Adams             Chair – Jamie Hamilton   
        jcahha@bellsouth.net                     JHamil2081@bellsouth.net                                        
                        

 
Christian Formation      Liaison – Keith Limardo            Chair – Volunteer 
        klimardo@yahoo.com                     Needed  
 

 
Evangelism &       Liaison – Brenda Worley            Chair – Kelley Dial 
Communications     brendaworley69@gmail.com          kelleydial@gmail.com  
 

 
Fellowship       Liaison – Linda Brunt             Chair – Neal Brunt 
                              lbwbrunt@gmail.com               brunt@mindspring.com  
 

 
Finance        Liaison – TBD              Chair – Drew Tonsmeire 
               dtonsmeire@georgiasbdc.org 
 

 
Technology        Liaison – Jeffrey Tindall           Chair – Riley Barrington 
                      jeff@jefftindall.com                      riley2barrington@gmail.com                        
       

 
Pastoral Care        Liaison – Sandi Behrens           Chairs – Annette Cook 
         sbehrens@bellsouth.net         annette.cook@comcast.net  
                                                Kerry Suggs 
                kerrydan14@gmail.com  
 

 
Stewardship        Liaison – Jimmy Hyde           Chair – Corinne Scott 
         hydejimmy@bellsouth.net                   acscott333@comcast.net  
 

 
Liturgy & Worship       Liaison – Linda Hamilton    Chairs – Todd Harper   

                                   linda@bbaribault.com                                   tharper@kennesaw.edu 
              Rick McKee 
                     rmckee54@comcast.net  
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