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Welcome to The Episcopal Church of the Ascension.   
Here “we challenge ourselves and the world to love 

like Jesus as we worship joyfully,  
serve compassionately and grow spiritually.” 

 

Our shared purpose in the Diocese of Atlanta,  as agreed upon at Annual Council 2015 
 

 
Please remember to silence your cell phones. 
The people may make the sign of the cross (optional) when this sign † appears throughout the order of the 
service. 
 

The Holy Eucharist: Rite Two 
The Word of God 

The Organ Voluntary 
 

In Dulci Jubilo                                                                                       J.S. Bach (1685-1750) 
 
Please stand, as you are able, at the ringing of the bell.   
 

The Hymn in Procession 
 

Hymn 87                                                                                                                Mendelssohn 



3 
 

 
 
The people standing, the Celebrant says 
 

Celebrant †Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
Celebrant Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
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Celebrant and People                                                                                                       S 278 
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The Collect of the Day 
The Celebrant says to the people 

  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray.    
 

Eternal Father, you gave to your incarnate Son the holy name of Jesus to be the sign of our 
salvation: Plant in every heart, we pray, the love of him who is the Savior of the world, our 
Lord Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory 
everlasting.  Amen. 

The First Lesson                                                                       Numbers 6:22-27 
The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, Thus you shall 
bless the Israelites: You shall say to them, 
 

The LORD bless you and keep you; 
the LORD make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you; 
the LORD lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace. 

 

So they shall put my name on the Israelites, and I will bless them. 
 

Lector      The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

The Response             
 

Psalm 8 
 

Domine, Dominus noster                                    Peter Waggoner 
 

 
 

 1    O ǀ Lord our ǀ Governor, * 
   how exalted is your ǀ Name in ǀ all the ǀ world! 
  

 2    Out of the mouths of ǀ infants • and ǀ children * 
   your majesty is ǀ praised a- ǀ bove the ǀ heavens. 
  

 3    You have set up a stronghold a- ǀ gainst your ǀ adversaries, * 
   to quell the ǀ ene-•my ǀ and • the a- ǀ venger. 
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 4    When I consider your heavens, the ǀ work of • your ǀ fingers, * 
   the moon and the stars you have ǀ sët ǀ in their ǀ courses, 
 
 

 5   What is man that you should be ǀ mindful • of ǀ him? * 
   the son of man that ǀ you should ǀ seek him ǀ out? 
  6   You have made him but little ǀ lower • than the ǀ angels; * 
   you a- ǀ dorn him • with ǀ glory • and ǀ honor; 
  

 7    You give him mastery over the ǀ works of • your ǀ hands; * 
   you put ǀ all things ǀ under • his ǀ feet: 
  

 8    All ǀ sheep and ǀ oxen, * 
   even the wild ǀ beästs ǀ of the ǀ field, 
  

 9    The birds of the air, the ǀ fish of • the ǀ sea, * 
   and whatsoever walks in the ǀ päths ǀ of the ǀ sea. 
  

10   O ǀ Lord our ǀ Governor, * 
   how exalted is your ǀ Name in ǀ all the ǀ world! 

The Second Lesson                                                                      Philippians 2:5-11 

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
 

who, though he was in the form of God, 
did not regard equality with God 
as something to be exploited, 

but emptied himself, 
taking the form of a slave, 
being born in human likeness. 

And being found in human form, 
he humbled himself 
and became obedient to the point of death-- 
even death on a cross. 

Therefore God also highly exalted him 
and gave him the name 
that is above every name, 

so that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bend, 
in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

and every tongue should confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
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Lector      The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

The Sequence  
 

Hymn 644                                                                                                          St. Peter 
 (omit verse 5)   

 

The Gospel                                                                   Luke 2:15-21 
Celebrant       The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
People           Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 
"Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has 
made known to us." So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child 
lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told them 
about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But 
Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
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After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called 
Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 
 

Celebrant  The Gospel of the Lord.        
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

The Sermon                                                          The Rev. Richard H. Winters           
 

The Nicene Creed 
 
Celebrant and People 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen.   
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  For us and 
for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he 
became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.   
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to 
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has 
spoken through the Prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  †We look for the resurrection 
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

The Prayers of the People                                                            Form III, BCP 
                                                

The Leader and People pray responsively 
 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
That we all may be one. 
 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
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Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 

Give to the departed eternal rest. 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 
 

Silence 
 

The People may add their own petitions. 
 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 
 

The Peace   
 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 
 

Parish Notices 
 

The Offertory 
  

The Presentation    
Hymn 102            Irby                                                                                                                         

(Verses 1, 2, 4 & 6)  
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2. He came down to earth from heaven, 
who is God and Lord of all, 
and his shelter was a stable, 
and his cradle was a stall; 
with the poor, the scorned, the lowly, 
lived on earth our Saviour Holy. 

 
4. For he is our lifelong pattern; 

daily when on earth he grew, 
he was tempted, scorned, rejected, 
tears and smiles like us he knew. 
Thus he feels for all our sadness, 
and he shares in all our gladness. 

 
6. Not in that poor, lowly stable, 

with the oxen standing round, 
we shall see him; but in heaven, 
where his saints his throne surround: 
Christ revealed to faithful eye,  
set at God’s right hand on high. 

 
The Holy Communion 

The Great Thanksgiving       
 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise.    
 

The Celebrant proceeds 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.   
 

Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who, by the mighty power 
of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that 
we might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive power to become your children. 
 

Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 



11 
 

Celebrant and People                                                                                                       S 128 
 

 

 

The Celebrant continues 
 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to 
us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you 
sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world.  
In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, 
you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into 
life. 
 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my 
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me." 
 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
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Celebrant and People 
 

We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 
 

The Celebrant continues 
 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to 
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.  
 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. †Unite us to your Son 
in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 
In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that 
heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your 
sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of 
the Church, and the author of our salvation. 
 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is 
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.  AMEN.  
 

Celebrant As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
 

Celebrant and People 
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Setting: Barry McLeod, from Mass for the Church of the Ascension © Barry McLeod 

The Breaking of the Bread    
 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept.   
                   S 154 

 

 
Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your 
hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 

The Hymn during Communion 
 

Hymn 112                                                                                                                    Cranham
  

If you are worshiping with us virtually, please pray the Prayer for Spiritual Communion.  
 

In union, blessed Jesus, with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church where your 
blessed Body and Blood are offered this day, and remembering particularly my own parish 
and those worshiping at home, I long to offer you praise and thanksgiving, for creation and 
all the blessings of this life, for the redemption won for us by your life, death, and 
resurrection, for the means of grace and the hope of glory.  And particularly for the 
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blessings given me.  I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament, and since I 
cannot at this time receive communion, I pray you to come into my heart.  †I unite myself 
with you and embrace you with all my heart, my soul, and my mind.  Let nothing separate 
me from you; let me serve you in this life until, by your grace, I come to your glorious 
kingdom and unending peace.  Amen. 
 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Celebrant and People 
 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of 
your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the 
Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us 
strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

The Blessing 
 

The Celebrant blesses the people. 
 

May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon him, bless you in this holy 
season, scatter the darkness of sin, and brighten your heart with the light of his holiness.  
Amen. 
 

May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth, fill you with 
joy, and make you heralds of the Gospel.  Amen. 
 

May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to heaven, give you 
his peace and favor.  Amen. 
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you 
and remain with you for ever.  Amen. 
 

The Hymn in Procession 
  

Hymn 100                                                                                                                      Antioch 
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The Dismissal 
 
The Closing Voluntary 
 

Festival Postlude                                                                       Domenico Zipoli (1688-1726) 
 
 

The order of service from the Book of Common Prayer, 1979  
according to the use of the Episcopal Church. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please join us in the Parish Hall 
for refreshments. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy New Year! 

The year 2022 has ended, quietly, and 2023 has begun. Amen! A new beginning for us.  
Your prayers for a permanent priest, a permanent organist/choir master and a new parish 
administrator are welcomed! 
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Today is also the Feast of the Holy Name: 

Today is the Feast of the Holy Name of Our Lord Jesus Christ.  He was "called Jesus, the 
name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb" (Lk 2:21). Under the Law 
of Moses, all male infants were to be circumcised on the eighth day after birth (Lv 12:3). It 
was also customary at this time for family and friends to witness the naming of the child. 
This major feast is celebrated on Jan. 1, the eighth day of the Christmas season. The 
designation of the feast in honor of Jesus' Holy Name is new to the 1979 BCP. It was 
traditionally celebrated as the Feast of the Circumcision. Celebration of the Holy Name 
reflects the significance of the Holy Name of Jesus, and the emphasis of the Gospel of Luke 
on the naming of Jesus rather than his circumcision. 

Liturgical celebration of Jesus' circumcision began in the Gallican Church. The Council of 
Tours (567) called for Jan. 1 to be observed as a fast day to counter pagan celebrations of 
the beginning of the new year. This day was also traditionally associated with devotion to 
the Virgin Mary. Celebration of the Feast of the Name of Jesus dates from the end of the 
middle ages. In the fifteenth century, the Franciscans Bernardino of Siena (1380-1444) and 
Giovanni Capistrano (1386-1456) encouraged devotion to the name of Jesus. This 
celebration was officially granted to the Franciscans in 1530 for observance on Jan. 14. In 
1721 Innocent XIII called for the whole Roman Catholic Church to observe the feast on the 
Second Sunday after Epiphany. This feast was introduced into England in 1489 and 
celebrated on Aug. 7. It was included as a black letter day in the Elizabethan Calendar of the 
church year in 1561. 

The name "Jesus" is from the Hebrew Joshua, or Yehoshuah, "Yahweh is salvation" or 
"Yahweh will save." Devotion to the Holy Name of Jesus is particularly derived from Phil 
2:9-11, which states that God highly exalted Jesus "and gave him the name that is above 
every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth 
and under the earth."  

(Taken from the glossary page at www.episcopalchurch.org.) 

 

 

Thank  you to all who donated to adorn the church with Christmas flowers. 
 

In Memory of: 

• Loved ones of Jackson & Davis families given by Mike & Jane Davis  
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• Harriett (Happy) Adams given by John Adams 
• My wife, Sandra, given by Bill Davey 
• Beau Satterfield Kennedy given by Marty Knight 
• Houston Suggs given by Kerry Suggs 
• Emily Hatfield & Gerry Hoyt given by Joe & Kathi White 
• George Tasker, III and Helen & George Tasker, Jr. given by Mickey Tasker 
• Christopher Robert Mines given by Bob & Nancy Mines 
• Larry Pritchard given by Connie Evans 
• Jack Eastland given by Sis Eastland 
• John Youd given by the Youd Family 
• Lillian, Norman, & Gerald Deignan given by Marilyn Guthrie 
• Cindy Chastain Wade given by Marcia Chastain Humphreys 
• Randolph James & Gordon Ganter given by Charles Snider 
• All of our departed loved ones given by Bob & Sandy Rutters 
• Symonds & Erjavec families given by John & Carol Symonds 

 
In Thanksgiving for:  

• Our family given by Richard & Sandy Cunningham 
• Our family and friends given by Jimmy & Pam Hyde 
• Louis, Jr. and Drew Tonsmeire and their families, given by Louis & Sally Tonsmeire 
• For Ascension church and all she has meant to us, and to the people of Ascension.  You will 

remain in our hearts given by Joe & Kathi White 
• Tasker children and grandchildren and Bob Dardin given by Mickey Tasker 
• Ivey Harris given by Clive Smart 
• Grandsons: Hilles, Finn, & Milo given by Gale & Ernie Palmer 
• Our family given by Jerry & Lola Thomas 
• Our family given by Sam & Beth Hood 
• All of our friends and families given by Bob & Sandy Rutters 
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Please take this home with you and use it to guide your prayers. 
 

 

Please pray for the world. 
O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your Son: Look 
with compassion on the whole human family; take away the arrogance and hatred which 
infect our hearts; break down the walls that separate us; unite us in bonds of love; and work 
through our struggle and confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth; that, in your good 
time, all nations and races may serve you in harmony around your heavenly throne; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 

Please pray for all veterans and their families and for those who are currently serving our 
country in the Armed Forces, especially Stovall Knight, Chandler Celluzi, Taylor Tekesky, 
Kyle Hubert, Steven Velencia, Louis Evans and Sean Baker. 
 

Please pray for the Episcopal Church of the Ascension. 
Almighty God, giver of every good gift: Look graciously on your Church, and so guide the 
minds of those who shall choose a rector for this parish and those who would be candidates, 
that we may receive a faithful pastor, who will care for your people and equip us for our 
ministries.  
 

Pray for blessings on those who have birthdays this week. 
Grant Wilhoite, Nancy Mines, Teresa Yates, Gail McDaniel, Mary Erickson, Michael 
Johnson, Porter Gnan 
 

Pray for guidance. 
Direct us, O Lord, in all our doings with your most gracious favor, and further us 
with your continual help; that in all our works begun, continued, and ended in you, we may 
glorify your holy Name, and finally, by your mercy, obtain everlasting life; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Please pray for those among us in need of healing, comfort, support, and compassion. 
Please pray for those who have asked for our prayers by name, especially C. B. Hatch, Clive 
Smart, Bob Meredith, Chris Tripp, Brooklyn Schimke, Betty Dean, Glenda Parker, John 
Atwell, Carolyn Spearing, Kit Caffey, Ronald Pittman, Michael Johnson, Annette Cockrill, 
Lysette & George, Judy Anne, Mal Underwood, Janet McMillad, Annelle Smith, Jim 
Gilbert, Lamar Tilley, Lynn Fowler, The Rev. Louis Tonsmeire, Sam Hood and Lynette 
Pasek. 
 

Please pray for those who have long-term health problems or are homebound, especially 
Wendy Little, Beverly Montagno, Markie Montagno, Keith Scoimshaw, Arielle Levioff, 
Debbie White, Zane Hoyt, Janet Witner, Linda Kindon, Bob & Claudia White, Bonnie 
Harrelson, Sandy Rutters, Glendy Biggs, Hope Cunningham, Sarah McLeod, Kimberly 
Gottardi, Steve Novak, and Patsy Bennett. 
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