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Welcome to The Episcopal Church of the Ascension.   
Here “we challenge ourselves and the world to love 

like Jesus as we worship joyfully,  
serve compassionately and grow spiritually.” 

Our shared purpose in the Diocese of Atlanta,  
as agreed upon at Annual Council 2015 

 
 
Please remember to silence your cell phones. 
The people may make the sign of the cross (optional) when this sign † appears throughout the order of the service. 

 

The Holy Eucharist: Rite Two 
The Word of God 

The Organ Voluntary 
 

Prière à Notre Dame from Suite Gothique                                Leon Boëllmann (1862-1897) 
 
Please stand, as you are able, at the ringing of the bell.   
 

The Hymn in Procession 
 

Hymn 438                                                                                                                 Woodlands 
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The people standing, the Celebrant says 
 

Celebrant †Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

The Celebrant says 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Celebrant and People                                                                                                               S 280                                                                                                      
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Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

Almighty and everlasting God, you govern all things both in heaven and on earth: 
Mercifully hear the supplications of your people, and in our time grant us your peace; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
The people sit.  
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The First Lesson                                                                                Micah 6:1-8 
Hear what the Lord says: 
Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills hear your voice. 
Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the Lord, and you enduring foundations of the 
earth; for the Lord has a controversy with his people, and he will contend with Israel. 
 

“O my people, what have I done to you?  In what have I wearied you? Answer me! 
For I brought you up from the land of Egypt,and redeemed you from the house of slavery;  
and I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. 
O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, what Balaam son of Beor 
answered him, and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the saving 
acts of the Lord.” 
 

“With what shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before God on high? 
Shall I come before him with burnt-offerings, with calves a year old? 
Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with tens of thousands of rivers of oil? 
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 
He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do 
justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 
 

Lector      The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

The Response             
 

Psalm 15 
  

 
Domine, quis habitabit?     
 
 
 
 
    
    
 
 

1    Lord, who may ǀ dwell • in your ǀ tabernacle? * 
          who may abide up- ǀ on your ǀ holy ǀ hill?  
 

2    Whoever leads a blameless life and does ǀ what is ǀ right, * 
          who speaks the ǀ trüth ǀ from his ǀ heart.  
 

3    There is no guile upon his tongue; he does no evil ǀ to his ǀ friend; * 
          he does not heap con- ǀ tempt up- ǀ on his ǀ neighbor.  
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4    In his sight the wicked ǀ is re- ǀ jected, * 
          but he honors ǀ those who ǀ fear the ǀ Lord.  
 

5   He has sworn to ǀ do no ǀ wrong * 
          and does ǀ not take ǀ back his ǀ word.  
 

6   He does not give his money in ǀ hope of ǀ gain, * 
          nor does he take a ǀ bribe a- ǀ gainst the ǀ innocent.  
 

7   Whoever ǀ does these ǀ things * 
          shall ǀ never • be ǀ over- ǀ thrown. 
 

 

The Second Lesson                                                           1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
 

The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God. For it is written, 
 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
       and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 

 

Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has 
not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world 
did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our 
proclamation, to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 
but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but 
to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom 
of God. For God's foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God's weakness is stronger 
than human strength. 
 

Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human 
standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose what is 
foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the 
strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to 
nothing things that are, so that no one might boast in the presence of God. He is the source 
of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and 
sanctification and redemption, in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast 
in the Lord.” 
 

Lector      The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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The Sequence  
 

Hymn 656                                                                                                              Franconia 

 
 
 

The Gospel                                                               Matthew 5:1-12 
Celebrant       The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People            Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his 
disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the  
  kingdom of heaven. 
“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of  
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  evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is  
  great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were  
  before you." 

 

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord.        
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

The Sermon                                                          The Rev. Richard H. Winters           
 

The Nicene Creed 
  

Celebrant and People 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen.   
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  For us and 
for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he 
became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he 
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has 
spoken through the Prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.   
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  †We look for the resurrection 
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 

The Prayers of the People                                                               Form III, BCP 
                                                

The Leader and People pray responsively 
 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
That we all may be one. 
 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
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We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 

Give to the departed eternal rest; 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 
 

Silence 
 

The People may add their own petitions. 
 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 
 

Confession of Sin  
 

Celebrant  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
Silence may be kept. 
 

Celebrant and People 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We are truly 
sorry and we humbly repent.  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us 
and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your Name.  Amen. 
 

The Bishop when present, or the Priest, stands and says 
 
†Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  
Amen. 
 
 

The Peace   
 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 
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Parish Notices 
 
 

The Offertory Anthem  
 

King of Glory, King of Peace                                                                 Gerald Near (b. 1942) 
 
 

The Presentation 
 

Hymn 605                                                                                                               Sharpthorne 
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The Holy Communion 
The Great Thanksgiving       
 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise.    
The Celebrant proceeds 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.   
 

Because in the mystery of the Word made flesh, you have caused a new light to shine in our 
hearts, to give the knowledge of your glory in the face of your son Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

Celebrant and People                                                                                                  S 129   
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The Celebrant continues 
 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to 
us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you 
sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world.  
In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, 
you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into 
life. 
 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my 
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me." 
 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
 

Celebrant and People 
 

We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 
 

The Celebrant continues 
 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to 
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.  
 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. †Unite us to your Son 
in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 
In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that 
heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your 
sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of 
the Church, and the author of our salvation. 
 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is 
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.  AMEN.  
 
 
 
 



13 
 

Celebrant As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
 

 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Setting: Barry McLeod, from Mass for the Church of the Ascension, © 2007 Barry McLeod 
 
The Breaking of the Bread    
 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. 
 

Celebrant and People                                                                                              S 
154                                                                                                          
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Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your 
hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 
 

Hymns during Communion 
 

Hymn 628                                                                                                                         St. Ethelwald 
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Hymn 593                                                                              Dickinson College 

 

 
If you are worshiping with us virtually, please pray the Prayer for Spiritual Communion.  
 

In union, blessed Jesus, with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church where your 
blessed Body and Blood are offered this day, and remembering particularly my own parish 
and those worshiping at home, I long to offer you praise and thanksgiving, for creation and 
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all the blessings of this life, for the redemption won for us by your life, death, and 
resurrection, for the means of grace and the hope of glory.  And particularly for the 
blessings given me... I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament, and since I 
cannot at this time receive communion, I pray you to come into my heart.   
†I unite myself with you and embrace you with all my heart, my soul, and my mind.  Let 
nothing separate me from you; let me serve you in this life until, by your grace, I come to 
your glorious kingdom and unending peace.  Amen. 
 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Celebrant and People 
 

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of 
the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for 
assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your 
Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom.  And now, Father, send us out to do the work 
you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.  
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

The Blessing 
 

The Celebrant blesses the people. 
 

The Hymn in Procession 
  

Hymn 477                                                                                                                  Engelberg  



17 
 

 

 
The Dismissal 
 

The Closing Voluntary 
 

Improvisation on Engelberg                                                   Herbert Buffington (b. 1958) 
 

The order of service from the Book of Common Prayer, 1979  
according to the use of the Episcopal Church. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Altar Flowers are given  
to the Glory of God 

by Marty Knight 
in Thanksgiving for the  
birth of her grandson, 

Worth Fielding Kennedy.  
Worth is the son of  

Dyer and Kristina Kennedy. 
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Please use this at home to guide your prayers. 
 

 

Please pray for the world. 
O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your Son: Look with 
compassion on the whole human family; take away the arrogance and hatred which infect our 
hearts; break down the walls that separate us; unite us in bonds of love; and work through our 
struggle and confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth; that, in your good time, all nations 
and races may serve you in harmony around your heavenly throne; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 

Please pray for all veterans and their families and for those who are currently serving our 
country in the Armed Forces, especially Stovall Knight, Chandler Celluzi, Taylor Tekesky, Kyle 
Hubert, Steven Velencia, Louis Evans and Sean Baker. 
 

Please pray for the Episcopal Church of the Ascension. 
Lord, giver of every good and perfect gift, we pray for our next rector.  We pray that he or she will 
listen to your voice and be led to apply for the position.  We pray that he or she will discover a 
desire to lead our parish as we continue to love like Jesus.  If he or she has a spouse and children in 
the home, we pray that they, too, will develop a love for our parish and our community.  Finally, 
we pray that our nominating committee and Vestry will discern with wisdom and guidance from 
you as they work through the search process. 
 

Pray for blessings on those who have birthdays or anniversaries this week. 
Charles Pineo, Laura Harper, Bob Rutters, Nancy Zerbe, and Kevin & Amy Beaver 
 

Pray for guidance. 
Direct us, O Lord, in all our doings with your most gracious favor, and further us 
with your continual help; that in all our works begun, continued, and ended in you, we may glorify 
your holy Name, and finally, by your mercy, obtain everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 

Please pray for those among us in need of healing, comfort, support, and compassion. 
Please pray for those who have asked for our prayers by name, especially Paul & Rebecca Wilson, 
Noah McLeod, Connie Evans, Jamie Baker, Linda Jones, Nancy & C. B. Hatch, Clive Smart, Chris 
Tripp, Brooklyn Schimke, Betty Dean, Arthur & Glenda Parker, Carolyn Spearing, Kit Caffey, 
Michael Johnson, Judy Anne, Mal Underwood, Jim Gilbert, Lynn Fowler, The Rev. Louis 
Tonsmeire, Sam Hood and Lynette Pasek. 
 

Please pray for those who have long-term health problems or are homebound, especially William 
Brown, Joseph McLure, Gary Schebbta, Wendy Little, Beverly Montagno, Markie Montagno, 
Keith Scoimshaw, Arielle Levioff, Debbie White, Zane Hoyt, Janet Witner, Linda Kindon, Bob & 
Claudia White, Bonnie Harrelson, Sandy Rutters, Glendy Biggs, Hope Cunningham, Sarah 
McLeod, Kimberly Gottardi, and Steve Novak. 
 

Please pray for those who have died. 
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You are called to ministry! 
If you haven’t been involved, if you aren’t using your God-given gifts, if you aren’t 
connecting with others in the church on a regular basis, if you aren’t sharing with others the 
work God is doing in your life, if you aren’t doing those things, then it’s time you start. 
Strengthen our efforts to bring God’s mission for the Church of the Ascension to full 
measure by getting involved.   
If not sure where to start call the church office, 770-382-2626. 
 
Ministry Liaison Chair/s 
Outreach John Adams Emma Wilhoite 
 jcahha@bellsouth.net mmacpaige@gmail.com 
 Brenda Worley Meghann Humphreys 
 Brendaworley69@gmail.com meghann.humphreys@gmail.com 
   
Building & Grounds John Adams Jamie Hamilton 
 jcahha@bellsouth.net JHamil2081@bellsouth.net 
   
Christian Formation Kristen Braid Cathy Harville 
 kmrbraid@gmail.com cathyharville@msn.com 
  Sally Twyford 

lstwyford@gmail.com 
 

Evangelism & Communications Brenda Worley Kelley Dial 
 brendaworley69@gmail.com kelleydial@gmail.com 
   
Fellowship Judith Cunningham Linda Brunt 
 jac608@yahoo.com lbwbrunt@gmail.com 
   
Finance Neal Brunt Drew Tonsmeire 
 brunt@mindspring.com tonsmeire@georgiasbdc.org 
   
Technology Jeff Tindall Riley Barrington 
 jeff@jefftindall.com riley2barrington@gmail.com 
   
Pastoral Care Sandi Behrens Annette Cook 
 sbehrens@bellsouth.net annette.cook@comcast.net 
  Kerry Suggs 
  kerrydan14@gmail.com 
   
Stewardship Jimmy Hyde Corinne Scott 
 hydejimmy@bellsouth.net acsott333@comcast.net 
   
Liturgy & Worship Linda Hamilton Todd Harper 
 linda@bbaribault.com tharper@kennesaw.edu 
  Rick McKee 
  rmckee54@comcast.net 
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